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Cantate Sunday 

“Unexpected Leadership” 

 The Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright, Pastor 



Prelude 
 
  
Gathering Hymn                          Build Us Up Lord              ELW # 670 



 

                                      
Call to worship  
One: We walk by faith, and not by sight,  
Many: seeking your company,  
One: desiring your presence.  
Many: As the Spirit moves, let us welcome the unexpected:  
One: you and your unfathomable love, O God,  
Many: you and your astounding grace.  
All: Surprise us again as we raise our voices in praise.  
 
Opening prayer  
Spirit of God, settle in among us; look past our external features and peer inside our 
hearts. See us for who we really are: yours; stubborn, doubting, self-centered and yet, 
ever yours. Grant us insight to see as you see and the confidence to allow your 
unpredictable choices to lead us closer to you. Amen.  
 
Call to Confession  
Let us come before God and each other – the last, the least secure, the first, the most 
likely to succeed – with confidence that God is listening and willing to forgive.  
 
Prayer of confession  
Holy One, surprised when you call us to lead, we doubt our God-given abilities and 
your wisdom. Instead, we seek leaders who assure us they will do those things that 
further our well-being, rather than your will. We surround ourselves with comfort and 
with like-minded friends, while insulating ourselves from those who seem “different.” 
We judge others based on their capabilities, their degrees, their rank and status. Forgive 
us. Open our eyes to our narrow-mindedness and our hearts to trust you to provide the 
way forward. Help us see the good – in your unexpected ways, and extraordinary 
leadership. Amen  
 
Words of affirmation  
Assurance of grace from 2 Corinthians  5:17  
One: So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
All: Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
One: Celebrate the new life you have received, trusting you are at peace with God!  



WORD 
Sit 
 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 
  
L   A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 
 
34Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel 
did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And 
the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 
16:1The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons." 
2Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the LORD 
said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you." 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do 
you come peaceably?" 5He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is 
now before the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD 
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass 
by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 10Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any 
of these." 11Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, 
"Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 12He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 
LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." 13Then Samuel took the horn of 
oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came 
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
L   The Word of the Lord.     
C   Thanks be to God. 



Ascension  Quartet  Hymn of Promise      Words and Music by 
          Natalie Sleeth 
 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree.  
In cocoons a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!  

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,                 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;  

there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.  
From the past will come the future; what it holds a mystery,                              
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity.  

In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory, unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see; unrevealed until its season,  

something God alone can see.  
 
 
Psalm 20 
The LORD gives victory to the anointed one. (Ps. 20:6) 
 
1May the LORD answer you in the | day of trouble, 
 the name of the God of Ja- | cob defend you; 
2send you help from the | sanctuary and strengthen you | out of Zion; 
3may the LORD remember | all your offerings 
 and accept | your burnt sacrifice; 
4grant you your | heart's desire and prosper | all your plans. R 
5We will shout for joy at your victory 
and unfurl our banners in the name | of our God; 
 may the LORD grant all | your requests. 
6Now I know that the LORD gives victory to | the anointed one; 
 God will answer out of the holy heaven, 
 gaining victory with a | strong right hand. R 
7Some trust in chariots and | some in horses, 
 but we rely on the name of the | LORD our God. 
8They collapse | and fall down, but we will arise | and stand upright. 
9O LORD, give victory | to the king and answer us | when we call. R 
 



Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17  
 
L A reading from the second letter to the Corinthians 
 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while 
we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we 
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point 
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point 
of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! 
 
 

 
L   The Word of the Lord.     
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God's kingdom. 
 

P    The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

C   Glory to you, O Lord 

 
26[Jesus said,] "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 
seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 
sickle, because the harvest has come." 
 
30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 
what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade." 
 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
 

P The Gospel of our Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

Sermon                       Pr. Nancy Wright 

 

 

 
                     



Hymn of the Day            Take My Life, That I May Be                ELW # 247 



                                                  

Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church,    
so that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Creator, even the trees, shrubs and flowers delight in your goodness. From the 
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore 
growth to places suffering drought. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 



Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to 
regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those 
who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty 
and homelessness. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our 
church musicians (especially). We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this 
place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from 
our hearts. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with 
you (especially). We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new 
creation. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 
 
 
Peace 
 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C   And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say  
 Peace be with you or similar words. 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our 
lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 



 
Offertory Anthem  Shepherd Me O God 
 
Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.  
 
God is my shepherd, so nothing I shall want, I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and 

love, I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain 
Gently you raise me and heal my every soul, you lead me by pathways                                       

of righteousness and truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain 
Though I shall wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side,                      

your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain 
You have set a banquet of love in the face of hatred,                                                                    

crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold. Refrain 
Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;                                                    

I will dwell in the house of my God forever more.                                                                          
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 
[Ushers, call Sunday School children back for Communion.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 



We praise you, all-holy God,  our maker, our lover, our keeper, 

for the universe beyond our knowing, for lands and seas and all their animals, 

and for friends and strangers and family, for homes and grocery stores and schools, 

We praise you for your covenant people, for Abraham and Sarah, Moses and Miriam, 

and for centuries of faithful Christians, for Mary and Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul, 

We praise you for your Son Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and from evil, 

  

 who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks, 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

We pray for your Holy Spirit, your breath, your fire, your wisdom, 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Christ, inspire your people for service, 

and renew the world with your mercy, with your healing, your justice, and your peace, 

We praise you, all-holy God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, 

today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen! Amen! 

 

 (From “A Variable Eucharistic Prayer,” Gail Ramshaw,  

    Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks,  Augsburg, 2017) 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,                                

 now and forever. 

 Amen. 

[Congregation comes forward individually to receive the broken bread pieces and  

Communion cups.] 

 

Communion 

 Taste and see that the Lord is good. The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Lamb of God  
 



Prayer After Communion 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy 

the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 

bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 
 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and love the risen 
Lord Jesus.  
 
The God of life,  
Father, +Son,  
and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn   This Little Light of Mine               ELW # 677 

                See Across 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
    
 
The Communion Bread was baked as Palestinian Communion Bread by Mousa Ishaq; and 

Kris and Mousa served as Altar Guild. 
 
 

If you do not wish to take the bulletin home for further reflection, please return to ushers,                 
so they can then be sent to those unable to attend services. 



This Little Light of Mine 



WE PRAY FOR 

 
The World 

Our country, our president, other nations and all world leaders 

 

Our Church 

The Presiding Bishop: Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, The NE Synod Bishop: James E. Hazelwood, 

Our Sister Church in Bethlehem, Our Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright, 

Our Congregation, Our Council, Committees and Choirs 

 

 

Those In Need Of Healing 

           Marilyn Johnson, Carol and Dick Austin (sister and brother-in-law of Donna Pittman),  

Noemi Ferrante, David Watson (Father of Kelli Tylenda),  

Barry Lemley, Jane A’Lee Heyerdahl, Herb Tilley, Bruce and Kari Cynar,  

the Carter/Mattson Family, Ann Leidy (mother of Ellen Wilhite), Gail Butz 

Laurel Lakey (Ulmer) and Ralph Swanson (brother of Sam) 

 

 

Our Partnerships in Mission 

 

Those Living or Working in Places of Environmental Disaster, Hunger, Conflict or War 

 

All Refugees and Those without Homes 

 

 

Those Who Grieve for 

Amy Vosler (family of Julie Valliere), Reidun Nuquist, Herman Hauschildt,  

Edna H. Huggett (mother of Bill), Dick Schneiders (brother-in-law to Leah Burke),  

Phyllis Weyerts (mother of Leah Burke), Gretchen Anderson (daughter of Claire)                            

Art Salvitti,Dick Anderson (Husband of Claire Anderson), Mary Rambo Walker,                          

Jean Hansen, Nancy Ryding, Pr. Norman Ryding, Doug and Beth Dreibelbis, 

Clayton Wilhite (brother of Jim), Lois Snook  (mother of Steve) and  

Cal King (mother of Valerie Rittershausen) and Alex Wilson 

 


