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s the New England Synod \
begins to listen to God’s call
to earthkeeping, Pr. Nancy

Wright, Ascension, South Burlington,
Vt., who formerly served with two
ecumenical agencies focusing on
environmental justice, has agreed to
be the synod’s environmental liaison
to encourage, empower, and equip
congregations to care for creation. Pr.
Wright, who grew up in Colorado,
has a Master’s degree in Environmen-
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green’ liaison
Speak to the earth and let it teach you (Job 12:8)

| call (508) 791-1530 x103.

tal Conservation Education. She will
be working with Calumet Lutheran
Ministries, the synod’s outdoor
ministry partner headquartered in
Freedom, N.H., which plans to re-
create itself into a “green” resource
for the synod. If you are interested in
joining the synod’s “Green Team,”

Learn more about Pr. Wright at http://
www.nesynod.org/thelink.html.

Resource list for Caring for Creation

Note: This is only a sampling of resources available on caring for creation.
For many more, visit http://www.nesynod.org/thelink.html.

Theology

| Dieter T. Hessel and Rosemary Radford
Ruether, eds., Christianity and Ecology:
Seeking the Well-Being of Earth and
Humans (Harvard University Press,
2000). If you buy one book, this should be
the one. It is the collection of papers given
by the key theologians presenting at the
Conference on Christianity and Ecology,
Harvard University.

H. Paul Santmire, The Travail of Nature:
The Ambiguous Ecological Promise of
Christian Theology (Fortress, 1985).
Santmire, historian and pastoral scholar, is
former pastor of Grace, Hartford, Conn.,
and also served as assistant pastor at
University, Cambridge, Mass., as well as a
college chaplain in Wellesley, Mass.)

Nancy Wright and Donald Kill,
Ecological Healing: A Christian Vision
(Orbis, 1993). Out of print but may

be borrowed for study groups; email
pastornancy@alcvt.org .

Tanya Marcovna Barnett, ed. and
company, Greening Congregations
Handbook: Stories Ideas, and Resources
for Cultivating Creation Awareness and
Care in Your Congregation (Earth
Ministry, www.earthministry.org)

ELCA

Check www.elca.org/advocacy/
environment for the following:
»>“Awakening to God’s Call to

| Earthkeeping” study guide

»ELCA Environmental Audit Guide for
congregations, schools, and other groups
»The Web of Creation site
(www.webofcreation.org) includes a
number of earthkeeping resources
developed by professors and students at
the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago.

»Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope
and Justice, the ELCA social statement
adopted in 1993. (www.elca.org/
socialstatements/environment)

Interfaith Power and Light

Throughout New England, Interfaith
Power and Light (IPL) organizations
encourage congregations of all faiths in
their state to draw the connection between
their faith and the need to act now to avert
the potentially devastating impacts of cli-
mate change. There is an IPL in each state
in New England, except New Hampshire,
but efforts are underway to launch one
there. For Maine, visit www.meipl.corg;

| for Massachusetts, visit www.mipandl.org;
for other states, check the synod Web site
for contact info.
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SYNOD names ‘green’ liaison
Speak to the earth and let it teach you (Job 12:8) 
As the New England Synod begins to listen to God’s call to earthkeeping, Pr. Nancy Wright, Ascension, South Burlington, Vt., who formerly served with two ecumenical agencies focusing on environmental justice, has agreed to be the synod’s environmental liaison to encourage, empower, and equip congregations to care for creation. Pr. Wright, who grew up in Colorado, has a Master’s degree in Environmental conservation Education. She will be working with Calumet Lutheran Ministries, the synod’s outdoor ministry partner headquartered in Freedom, N.H., which plans to recreate itself into a “green” resource for the synod. If you are interested in joining the synod’s “Green Team,” call (508) 791-1530 x 103.

Learn more about Pr. Wright at http://www.nesynod.org/thelink.html.

Caring for creation is at the core of Ascension’s mission

C

aring for creation is an important part of the life of Ascension, South Burlington, Vt. In fact, it is at the center of the congregation’s mission statement:
We worship in Word and sacrament,

Care for God’s creation,

Serve people in need and respect differences.


Its Care for Creation Committee has linked up with other congregations that are tackling environmental issues by joining the recently-organized Vermont Interfaith Power & Light (IPL), which offers useful tools to congregations of all faiths in Vermont.

So far, the Care for Creation Committee has:

· Taken low-cost steps to replace inefficient lights and small appliances after a free energy audit by Vermont IPL; these steps have already saved Ascension more than a thousand dollars in electricity costs and provided resources that will serve its ministry for years to come;

· Sponsored “low carbon diet” workshops for the congregation and the community to help them reduce their contribution to climate change;

· Encouraged members to increase the use of efficient compact fluorescent light (“CFL”) bulbs by first giving each household a bulb to try, and then by selling additional CFLs as a fund raiser to support committee efforts to increase the efficiency of energy use in the church building;

· Organizing a series of five forums for the congregation and the Burlington area community that will explore the strengths and weaknesses within religious traditions for addressing the environmental challenges;

· Offering Care for Creation tips in the monthly newsletter which allows parishioners to share ideas and accomplishments;

· Starting a program of directing food waste from church events to the community composting program;

· Encouraging the congregation to seek out locally grown, organic food from farmers in the region;

· Supporting the sale of fair trade coffee;

· Guiding the education programs, including VBS.

Ascension Lutheran Church has a strong tradition of tackling important problems, sees the Care for Creation initiative as a natural extension of the congregation’s relationship to its community. “We hope our actions will help sustain the environment and continue to offer inspiration and sustenance to our congregation, so that we may give to others,” said parishioner Sam Swanson, president of Vermont IPL. “We think about the environmental consequences of all we do as we live our covenant with Christ Jesus.”


Learn more about what Ascension Lutheran Church has done to care for the environment at

http://www.nesynod.org/thelink.html.
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