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Pr. Nancy   Wright 

Dear Ascension parishioners, 

We prepared to welcome our Lord as a child during Advent and celebrated Christmas 
together with joy and beauty. Please see the wonderful photos of the children’s 
pageant—thanks to all involved in worship through the holiday season. Now we 
welcome awareness of Christ’s Epiphany or manifesta on, wherever we discern God’s 
truth, goodness and love shown in the world.  

Spring and summer saw us very involved in loving God by showing our love and care for 
God’s crea on. Thanks to: the Care for Crea on commi ee that oversaw our work on 
water stewardship, all commi ees for par cipa ng, Ascension parishioners for 
involvement in the varied ac vi es, church council for support and oversight. We are 
grateful to the synod for $5,000 to support our work and to spread the urgent need to 
care for water to other churches. Now, we con nue with advocacy to care for the 
water (as one church council member said, “the water is s ll the same, even though we 
have done these wonderful ac vi es”).  

The October congrega onal mee ng highlighted posi vely our watershed work as well 
as the programs undertaken by all the commi ees. Members le  the mee ng and 
gasped with delight as they entered the Fellowship Hall, with the art show displays. 
What talented parishioners at Ascension! They produced art work that took one’s 
breath away. When the Care for Crea on commi ee read over the more than forty 
congrega onal responses from the “Love Your Watershed” ques onnaires completed 
at the congrega onal mee ng, they heard you say: we loved these ac vi es, they were 
varied and allowed varied par cipa on, we were overwhelmed by the beauty of the art 
work, the ac vi es helped us appreciate water, and please do the worship service again 
on the lake! 

On October 28th, we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the Reforma on with a gala 
dinner, presided over by Mar n and Ka e Luther (again, please see photos). 

As we go into the New Year, let us pray for jus ce, peace, truth-telling, and support of 
the most vulnerable, as Jesus called us to do.  

Blessings, Pr. Nancy 
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Please Welcome our Newest Member! 
We are happy to welcome Betsy Bouton as a new 
member as Ascension, transferring from Trinity 
Episcopal, Shelburne. Betsy has a graduate degree in 
historical preserva on. Among other work projects, she 
lovingly restored a historic home in Montpelier. Her 
husband worked many years in the Agriculture Dept. at 
UVM. They both have a background as Episcopalians and 
have three children in Vt. She and Ed recently moved 
from Florida to the Residence at Shelburne Bay, and is 
“star ng a new phase of my life without my husband, 
Ed.” She believes that Ascension Lutheran is a “good fit,” 
and “it is great to look out into the woods.” Betsy is 
sponsored for Ascension membership by Barbara Cook. 

Ascension’s Directory 

The directory is back up on the website! To access it, please log in to the member’s sec on of the website, then 
click People > ALC Directory! We have some new security features in place to help protect your informa on on 

the world wide web. The file is encrypted, and requires a PASSWORD to access it. Publishing said password 
negates the security, so if you would like it, please contact either Kelli or Elizabeth in the office directly. Need 
help se ng up a member account for www.alcvt.org? Kelli is more than happy to help! Just let her know. And 

as always, if you would like an updated print copy, please let Elizabeth know in the office 
(church.office@alcvt.org). A copy can either be placed in your box or can be mailed to you. 

View long-range calendar here: 

h p://alcvt.org/calendar.html 

Do you have an item to add to the calendar? Let us know! We 
need to know the following: 

The space needed. 

The start AND end mes (your best guess is OK if you’re not 
sure) 

Special items needed (tables, tech assistance, projector, etc…) 

Call or email the church office to schedule or ask ques ons. 



RReport to Thrivent from the Quilters of Ascension 
December 2017 

Our Project: 
A group of members of our church gathered twice/month star ng 
September 21st to make mission quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief.  Some work con nued to be done behind the scenes....cu ng 
pieces and sewing them together, as well as sewing large pieces of 
fabric together for backs and the final binding.  We were so grateful to 
receive $250 in Thrivent money for ba ng and large pieces of fabric 
for quilt backs. We were able to purchase 60 yards of ba ng which 
was enough for 27 quilts.  Based on previous experience, we had 
expected to be able to purchase approximately 27 yards of fabric for 
backs with the remaining money, however between coupons and 
sales, we were able to purchase a record 52.3 yards, nearly twice 
what we had an cipated!  This will be enough for more than 13 quilt 
backs!   When we met together, the pieced tops were ed together 
with the ba ng and the backs.  Finally, in months where there is a 5th Sunday, we bring the completed quilts to the 
altar to be shared with the congrega on and blessed! 
How Our Project Made a Difference: 
Between September and December 2017 the group completed 22 quilts for Lutheran World Relief, and pieced several 
addi onal tops which are ready to be ed, and bound.   The quilts completed by May 2018 will be boxed up and 
delivered to the Ingathering Center from where they will be shipped to the Lutheran World Relief distribu on 
warehouse in Maryland.  The ul mate purpose of a Quilt is to provide warmth, an essen al need for people in every 
climate.  In addi on to being a cozy, clean new bed cover, it also can be a baby carrier, ed around a mother’s back; a 
market display, spread on the ground and piled with vegetables; a sack for transpor ng those goods to market;  a 
sunshade; a shawl; and most importantly, it is a constant reminder that someone, far away, cares a lot. We feel so 
blessed that we have con nued to receive dona ons of fabric scraps now from the community in response to posts 
on Front Porch Forum.  Many people in the community are aware of what the Ascension quilters are doing and we 

now have people who rou nely make fabric 
dona ons.  We will also post pictures of our group at 
work and some finished quilts on Facebook! 
How We Were Inspired to Live Generously: 
The quilt group made 22 quilts between September 
and December 2017.  We an cipate being able to 
complete an addi onal 25 quilts by May.  The group 
was very grateful for Thrivent’s assistance and 
mo vated to con nue to make as many quilts as 
possible.  It is an amazing group of women who 
par cipate and go above and beyond, doing 
everything from finding, washing and cu ng donated 
fabric, to dona ng the money needed to ship the 
quilts.   They donated 229 hours of their me during 
these 3 months!  They care deeply about making a 
difference for the people who receive them.  Thrivent 
has not only helped us make more quilts, but has 
sparked us to see how much more we can con nue to 
do in the future and for that, we are most grateful! 
Submi ed by Karen Grant 
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The Missisquoi Abenaki Nation thanks Ascension for the wonderful donation!

Dear Cheryl (Ascension Lutheran Church), 

Thank you for participating in Howard Center’s 2017 Holiday Giving Project. Your in-kind donation 
of (17) $25 Hannafords, (12) $25 Walmart, (8) $25 Toys R Us, (7) $25 Price Chopper, 
(5) $25 Kohl’s, (6) $25 TJ Maxx, and (1)$25 Bonton gift cards will help our clients and their
family members during this holiday season.   We are very grateful to you for your continued support
of this program!   Thank you!

Best Wishes, 
Cheryl Couture 
Administrative Services Manager 
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Children’s 
Christmas  
Program 

2017 
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This publication can be viewed on our website at www.alcvt.org.   If 
you DO NOT wish to receive a hard copy please contact us via phone 
at 802/862-8866 or email at Church.office@alcvt.org so that we might 
cut down on paper and cost.  Thank you.  

Winter Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages (See the 
Weekly E-News for Schedule of Events) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service with Holy Communion  

church.office@alcvt.org 

Facebook: h ps://www.facebook.com/

The Church Mouse 

A Good News Letter from Ascension Lutheran Church 
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