
E-News for Sunday, February 25, 2018 

The 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Service This Week 
 

Worship Participants 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright 
Liturgical Assistant: Leah Burke 
Altar Guild: Johanna White 
Communion Assistant: Johanna White 
Lector: Richard Butz 
Organist: Ann Gnagey 
Greeters: France Leblanc and Jake Hansen 
Ushers: Richard Butz and Jake Hansen 
Coffee Hour: Karin Schumann and Antje 
Mann 
 

Readings 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 2/21 
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
7:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice 

Thursday, 2/22 

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Clean Water Day @ Montpelier (See 
Announcement) 
5:30 p.m. Care for Creation Meeting 

Friday, 2/23 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday, 2/24 10:00-11:00 a.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Sunday, 2/25 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental) 

Tuesday, 2/27 
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 
6:00-8:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental) 

Wednesday, 2/28 
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir 
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 
Have an item to add? Please contact the church office with the space needed, the 

start AND end times, and any special needs (table set-up, projector, tv, etc…) 
Elizabeth can be reached at 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org. 

Upcoming Birthdays 

2/21 Ronald Uttecht 

2/22 Will Fry, Stephen Wisloski, 

Jody Wuensch 

2/23 Karen Martin 

2/25 Richard Butz 

3/2 Ryan Brackett 

3/4 Katie Wilhite 

3/10 Emily Kimball 

3/11 Amy Kimball 

3/12 Stephen Wisloski 

3/16 Ben Peake 

Pastor’s Message 
Dear Ascension friends, 

The Gospel reading for this Sunday (8:34-36) is sober and searching: Jesus 
“called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 

The Christian faith includes joy, fellowship, worship, and service, but above all 
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Sunday School News 
Children’s Classes 
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room! Parents and Grandparents are always welcome stay with your 
children and join in their classes.  
Important Upcoming Dates:  
 February 2018—Children’s classes in February are the 4th, the 11th (special Love Sunday), and the 18th 
 Feb. 25—Due to popular plan of the 20/30/40’s class, there WILL be Sunday School this week! 
First Communion  
Ascension usually offers First Communion instruction to children between the ages of grades 1 and 3. If you feel that 
your child would benefit from First Communion classes, please let Pr. Nancy know. We often have two sessions in 
which the students learn about First communion and also make the communion bread.  
20’s, 30’s and 40’s 
Dr. John Fritsche is leading a several week program for the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s crowd during the Sunday School hour. 
This class meets downstairs in the basement. There was a pretty big turnout in the inaugural week, and promises to 
be a good time each week! 
Adult Class 
The Adult Sunday School Group is too exclusive! We need more participants! Lately we have been discussing two 
books: Thomas Merton’s The Seven Story Mountain  and Gregory Boyle’s Tattoos on the Heart. These can be found 
either as e-books or at your local library, or Claire is happy to share! The group meets on Sunday mornings at 9:00 
a.m. in Pastor’s office. We’re always looking for new resources and ideas! Come check us out! 

it encompasses a devotion to Christ and a life of self-giving out of love. Each of us finds a way to follow Jesus, directed 
by God’s spirit. We question and learn, as we do so. 

I mentioned in the sermon for last Sunday an excellent book Educating from the Heart: Theoretical and Practical 
Approaches to Transforming Education.  

In her chapter “The Six Passages of Childhood,” educator Rachel Kessler writes,  

“Even as early as fifth grade, students begin to glimpse the possibility of larger purpose and deeper meaning in life. 
They begin to explore their personal mysteries: 

• Who am I? 

• Do I have a purpose? 

• Is there a God? 

• How can people who love you hurt you? Why? 

• What happens after you die? 

• Why is it so hard to forgive? 

• Will the Earth survive for my children and grandchildren?  

• How come people hate others—black, white, Hispanic? 

• Why is the spring so full? 

• What makes some people so much more giving and loving than others?”(82) 

Which question burns right now for you, in your heart or mind? Who among friends or family members around you  

right now, is asking these questions (maybe without actually verbalizing the question)? What honest and faithful  

answers would you give in a conversation today? What might people around you perceive in the way you live your  

life about how you have answered the questions? Perhaps continue to ask yourself these questions during Lent, and  

journal your reflections and answers.  

 

Faithfully, Pr. Nancy 



HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 
THIS WEEK is Speak Up and Step Out Week at Ascension 
 Thursday, 2/22: Assemble at the church at 8:45, or meet at the Congregational Church in Montpelier at 10:00, for 

Clean Water Day, at the legislature. This is a day of information, lobbying, and fellowship to push for clean water 
legislation. There will be presentations and time to meet with our representatives.  Remember, Vermont 
legislators have no staff, so it’s up to us to inform and encourage them to do the right thing.  

 Saturday, 2/24: Step out, and take a nature walk as part of the Sacred Waters program of family oriented events 
intended to connect us to the watershed.  Arrive at the Common Ground Center in Starksboro, at 10:00am, for a 
morning of guided walks to explore nature in winter.  There will be activities for all ages. (more info in “additional 
news” section) 

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s Breakfast will meet on Saturday, March 3, in the church fellowship hall from 8:30 -10:00 a.m. The program 
will be a viewing of the 2017 film “An American Conscience: The Reinhold Niebuhr Story” with discussion afterwards 
led by Jay Fritsche. A light breakfast will be served. 
Educational Ministry Director 
Ascension is still seeking an Educational Ministry Director to foster, oversee, and implement child and youth 
programming on Sunday morning. The position is part-time, , $20-$30/hour, with growth potential. Please share! 
Thank-You’s 
The Social Action Committee chose two water programs (water filters and raised-bed latrines) of the Vermont Haiti 
Project to receive its money ($500) from Pastor Nancy’s sabbatical fund.  Later, when we had the art show that 
included the rain barrel raffle, the committee again decided to contribute the proceeds ($200) for these two 
programs.  Ascension received thank-you letters for both donations from Tom Tailer, a member of Good Shepherd in 
Jericho who leads the water programs and makes frequent trips to Haiti. Social Action committee members thought 
you might enjoy reading Tom’s most recent thank-you letter and know that we plan to have Tom come to speak at 
Ascension in the spring. You can read the letter here: http://alcvt.org/docs/Vermont_Haiti_Project_thanks_2018.pdf 
Harriet Richards  
Harriet Richards died on Friday, January 26. She was over 96 years old. She had greatly contributed to Ascension’s 
fellowship, and purchased for our church the cross on the outside of our building. She was aware and alert until the 
last few days of her life. She had loved living at Allenwood and then at Quarry Hill. I visited her just a day or so before 
she died and had taken her communion regularly. Her daughter, Bev, and Bill, her son in law, were very attentive to 
her.  
Thanks so much to Bob and Suzanne Furst for bringing Harriet to worship at Ascension for the past several years.  
A memorial service will be held at Ascension on Wednesday, February 28, at 2 pm, with a reception following. 
We know that Harriet is held in God’s love and light. 
Synod Assembly 
Synod Assembly is coming up: June 7 to 9 at the MassMutual Center, Springfield, Mass. 
If you are interesting in going to represent Ascension, with Pr. Nancy and another voting delegate, please speak to Pr. 
Nancy. Assembly is always an exciting and rewarding experience of worship, education, and fellowship with delegates 
from the two hundred New England ELC A churches. 

Additional News and Opportunities 
Sacred Water Event 
Saturday, February 24, 2018, 10 am to noon, at Common Ground Center, Starksboro  
Ascension members and friends: Please hold the date and advertise in your FPF. Ascension again worked with local 
groups to plan this fun outdoors event. Very family friendly for all Ascension families!!—See you there (from Pr. Nancy 
and the Care for Creation committee) 
The Vermont Clean Water Network invites you to join us for a morning of snowshoeing or hiking around the 
headwaters of Lewis Creek. Learn from a naturalist about special land and aquatic features in a winter landscape. 
Reflect on sacred interpretations of headwaters as they begin their journey to Lake Champlain. Snowshoes, fun 
activities, snacks and warm beverages provided! Sponsor Organizations include: All Souls Interfaith Gathering, ECHO, 

http://alcvt.org/docs/Vermont_Haiti_Project_thanks_2018.pdf


Leahy Center for Lake Champlain, Ascension Lutheran Church, Community Sailing Center, Lake Champlain Committee, 
Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, Lake Champlain Sea Grant, the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, Vermont Interfaith 
Power & Light. Please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/our-watershed-in-winter-where-the-sacred-and-
science-meet-tickets-42129345005. 
Cooperative Christian Ministry 
Next Tuesday, February 27, the Cooperative Christian Ministry begins a new discussion series—Food for Thought.  This 
semester’s theme for the series is Human Genetic Engineering: Dreams & Nightmares with the first of three sessions 
entitled “From Where Have We Come, and Where Are We Now?” Two facilitators from the UVM College of Medicine 
will guide us through this fascinating and timely discussion.  Food for Thought is a community-wide gathering to which 
all are invited. Each session begins at 5:30 with a free catered dinner. The series takes place at the Interfaith Center, 
400 S. Prospect St., on the Redstone Campus. For more details, see the series flyer here: http://alcvt.org/docs/
Food_For_Thought_Poster_Fall_2017.pdf  
The Winter newsletter of the Cooperative Christian Ministry (CCM) at UVM is now available.  Read it by clicking here: 
http://alcvt.org/docs/CCM_Newsletter_Winter_2018_final.pdf 
Montpelier Senior Activity Center Hosts Israel-Palestine Film Series & Discussion 
Mondays from February 12 – March 19—6:30- 9:00. Free and open to the public. 
The Montpelier Senior Activity Center (MSAC) and Vermonters for Justice in Palestine (VTJP) will host a film series and 
discussion on Israel – Palestine, each Monday from February 12 through March 19, 6:30 to 9 p.m. at MSAC, 58 Barre 
St., Montpelier, second floor. The mix of dramas and documentaries presents critical, complex perspectives on life, 
culture, and conflict in the occupied Palestinian territory (the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza) from the 
viewpoints of Palestinian, Israeli-Jewish, Libyan, Italian, and American-Jewish filmmakers. Six films will be screened, 
each followed by a community discussion facilitated by Kathy Shapiro and Mark Hage, VTJP members.  
Special guests will be present  for discussion at two films: Dr. Alice Rothchild, director of “Voices Across the Divide;”  
Mousa Ishaq, a Vermonter with family members in the village represented in “The Stones Cry Out,”  and Bishop 
Thomas Ely of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 
The objective of the series is to increase awareness of the history and politics that have created barriers to peace and 
justice, and to provide space for respectful discussion of multiple viewpoints. There is no political agenda to the 
series, or endorsement of any particular position by MSAC or  the City of Montpelier. 
For more information on the specific films to be shown, call 802-223-2518, or Kathy at 802-229-2955 after Feb. 16. To 
find a listing and schedule of films, go to http://www.montpelier-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/4332   An 
introduction to the series and a listing of resources will be provided.  
All events are free and open to the public. Donations to MSAC are appreciated. No advance registration is required. 
ANEW 
Starting in 2017, ANEW Place (formerly known as Burlington Emergency Shelter) is in Ascension’s local benevolence 
budget for $25 per month.  This money is matched by another ANEW Place donor so becomes a $50 donation. 
ANEW’s Winter update came out recently.  You can check it out via this link: https://mailchi.mp/162fce1cedc2/anew-
place-winter-2018-update?e=ff4b644aa5 
“A Divided America: What Can We Learn from the Nordics?” 
 Contrasting economic policies and their effects on peace, justice, and prosperity. A talk by George Lakey (author of 
Viking Economics: How the Scandinavians Got It Right—and How We Can, Too.) 
Friday, March 16, 2018, 7 pm, First Unitarian Universalist Society, 152 Pearl St., Burlington, VT  
Admission free. Sponsored by Transition Charlotte, Burlington Peace and Justice Center, Vermonters for a New 
Economy, Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington, 350VT, Vermont Interfaith Power & Light, and Burlington 
Friends Meeting 
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