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E-News for Sunday, December 16, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent

|

Children’s Pageant
Upcoming Week

Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: Leah Burke
Altar Guild: Johanna White
Communion Assistant: Johanna White
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: ALC Kids
Ushers: ALC Kids
Coffee Hour: The Hampsons
Readings
Children’s Program

Upcoming Birthdays
12/13 Tommy Bruno, Sam Swanson
12/20 Sarah Sturm
12/26 Kristen Peterson, Niam Qubrosi,
Mousa Ishaq
12/28 Elizabeth Brackett

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
Wednesday 9:30-11:30 a.m. TimberNook (Rental)
12/12
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
12/13
Friday
12/14

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilt Group
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)
4:00-6:00 p.m. Service Simulcast Set-up

Saturday
12/15

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Bethlehem Prayer Service Simulcast
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
12/16

9:00-10:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service Including Children’s Pageant
3:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Monday
12/17

7:00-8:30 p.m. Council Meeting

Tuesday
12/18

6:00-9:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental)

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
12/19
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Christmas Poinsettias
Don’t forget to order Poinsettias for the altar at
Christmas. $10.00 per plant.
Orders must be submitted to the office no later
than Thursday, December 20.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension brothers and sisters,
This coming Sunday, we will be led in worship by our families’ taking parts in the crèche scene. The crèche scene, with
Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, the animals, and the wise men has so much to say about love centered in Christ’s
birth. God’s love shown in the birth of Christ can remind us of our oneness with people of different classes and races,
and shared life with animals and all of creation. This scene is so beloved, I believe, because at bottom it reveals God’s
desire for a peaceable kingdom on Earth.
The first crèche came about through Francis of Assisi, who knew God’s love enfolds all God’s people and creation. In
1223 Francis asked for and received permission from the pope to set up a manger with hay and an ox and an ass in
the little town of Grecio, Italy. Townspeople gathered in the village to hear St. Francis talk about the birth of Jesus (it
was told by the great Franciscan theologian Bonaventure that he couldn’t say Jesus’ name because he was weeping,
so deep was his love for Jesus). History doesn’t relate exactly whether at that time people played the roles of Mary
and Joseph. Over the centuries, not only were Mary and Joseph added to the scene but also shepherds and wise men.
The human imagination has taken Jesus’ birth and filled out the story. Because n the Bible only Matthew and Luke
include the nativity story shown in the crèche; Luke only mentions the shepherds and Matthew speaks of wise men.
But God’s love, I believe, inspires us to envision a picture of the world as God’s love would form it, if people would
respond with wide open hearts and minds.
Blessings, Pr. Nancy
Watershed Manual
The Christian “Congregational Watershed Discipleship Manual” (Preface by Bishop Hazelwood) is complete. The
interfaith version is nearly complete. Our Interfaith partners on the board of VT Interfaith Power and Light are
discussing the word “discipleship” and whether another word is more compatible with an interfaith booklet.
Meanwhile, Pr. Nancy, Richard, and the staff of VT Interfaith Power and Light are working with the NH organization
Voices of Water for Climate (which helped us to design the manual) to create a system whereby orders for the hard
copies of the manual could be filled. We anticipate that when we advertise the manual that people from around the
country will want to order copies. There are legal issues involved in printing and mailing (sales tax, etc.). We anticipate
that this will be worked out by early January. Then each Ascension parishioner can receive the online copy of both
manuals, with information about how to donate to receive bound paper copies for yourselves and your friends.
Meanwhile, we will advertise it through Lutherans Restoring Creation and all the other major church denominational
and interfaith groups. This fulfills our hope to help many groups care for God’s precious gift of water. Remember Jesus
words that when his discipleship gave people water to drink, it was as though they gave it to him.

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
•

•

December 16 is our Christmas Pageant! Please make sure you're there on time so we have the full morning to
practice and get into costume. The pageant will be during the service, so please plan to stay for church today.
Don't forget to bring back your food boxes for donation this week!
December 23 there is no regular Sunday School so teachers can travel for the holiday. Just like at Thanksgiving, I'll
still be here, so I'll hold a special multi-age Christmas Sunday School lesson during the regular time. Everyone is

welcome, including visiting family and friends. I'm looking forward to sharing my favorite holiday with you all!
•

December 30, there is no Sunday School. Have a wonderful New Years, everyone!

Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
We will continue the Lutheran lessons, the creeds, etc. in the next month as well as leading the Abenaki Food Drive
during Advent.
Sunday Conversations over Coffee
Ascension is committed to helping parents support their children by encouraging communication with each other
during the Sunday school hour. On Sundays, parents who bring their children to Sunday school and are not engaged in
teaching are encouraged to meet with other parents in the church basement. Parents may bring children who are too
young for Sunday school. Tables and chairs are always set up and a Keurig coffee pot and cups, etc. will always be
available. We hope you will join with other parents on Sunday mornings anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 9:50 a.m. for
informal conversations in the church basement.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Live Simulcast Worship Service: THIS SATURDAY!
On Saturday, December 15, 2018, Ascension will join the congregations of Washington National Cathedral and
Christmas Lutheran Church--our sister congregation--for a live simulcast worship service. Prayers, readings, and
hymns in both Arabic and English alternate between Washington, D.C., and Bethlehem, Palestine, bringing those of
different lands, languages, and ethnic backgrounds together in celebration of the birth of Jesus.
We will start at Ascension at 8:30 A.M., with breakfast featuring Palestinian and American specialties, followed by the
service at 9:30 A.M. Look for the sign up sheet at church, starting November 18.
There is no charge for the breakfast; rather, the Social Action Committee will collect donations for Bright Stars of
Bethlehem student scholarships. Questions? Contact Mousa and Kris Ishaq, 802/878-3695 or mkishaq@comcast.net.
Church Mouse!

The latest edition of the Church Mouse is available HERE!
Abenaki Food Drive
The Confirmation class is leading a collection of food for the Abenaki tribe for the holidays. We will be collecting nonperishable food every week until Dec. 15. Please put your donation in the basket in the Narthex marked for the food
collection. The Sunday School students will be adding to this basket too! Let's all pitch in and fill it up!
"Thank You" From the Stewardship Committee
In this gift-giving season as our church family prepares for Christmas, anticipating God's greatest gift to us, it's time to
give thanks to all of you for your generous "promises" to Ascension as it makes plans for 2019 and a new year "to be
about our Father's business."
In all, 50 Time and Talent forms were returned, and the committees have been informed of those who have indicated
they would like to participate. This February, there will be a committee "meet and greet" coffee hour," a chance to
touch base with your committee(s) ... or to join one or two there and then.
Our financial secretary, Gene Heyerdahl, shares a summary of the pledging results from this year's stewardship
campaign:
2019 Pledging Results through Sunday, December 9

• 42 pledges received, of which 19 giving units increased their pledge over last year's pledge, and 5 are new pledges
giving a total pledge of $126,780;
• 4 who pledged in 2018 have yet to make a pledge for 2019; 4 regular giving units who gave in 2018 are no longer
with us; and 2 additional giving units are planning to move away in 2019, thereby further reducing anticipated regular
giving for 2019;
• Estimated 2019 giving for remaining non-pledging regular giving units totals $ 29,467, giving a grand estimated
total of $156,247 for all known regular givers;
•

Last year’s 2018 estimated grand total was $161,235.

If you would like to know more about Ascension’s Gift and Bequest opportunity, information is available from the
church office, HERE on the website, or please notify the pastor. She will arrange for you to speak about your
thoughtful giving with a council member.
Stewardship committee
Erik Breiland, Chair
Vicki Lemley, council liaison
Joe Oppenlander
Pr. Nancy

News from the Care for Creation Committee
The Fourth National Climate Assessment, just released by the federal government, provides an updated assessment
of the emerging impact of climate change. I suspect you have been hearing about this in the news in the last week or
so. The report tells us that changes are happening more quickly than many of us hoped.
The Care for Creation Committee has put together a collection of excerpts to provide a “taste” of what’s in the report.
The excerpts have been selected because they are of particular interest to us in the Northeastern United States and
because of our recent focus on water at Ascension. Copies are available on the table in the narthex. Access to the full
report can be found online at https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/

The news is particularly discouraging because our President and Congress have backed away from confronting the
challenge. Fortunately, local government, individual businesses and citizens are taking action. Burlington Mayor
Weinberger has just announced his support for carbon pollution tax and is already taking steps to substantially reduce
the City’s carbon footprint.
You should also know that here, at Ascension, we have been working for years to reduce our carbon footprint and act
as responsible stewards of our natural environment. For example we:
•

reduced our carbon footprint for church heating and lighting by 57%,

•

installed a more efficient heating system,

•

replaced our old refrigerator with a new efficient one

•

insulated and tightened up the education wing,

•

replaced lights first with compact fluorescents and now with LED bulbs throughout, reducing electricity use by 80
percent

•

adapted the use of eco-friendly kitchen products,

•

seek to minimize landfilled waste by recycling, composting most of our waste, avoiding use and dispose diningware, and using kitchen dishes and flatware whenever we can

•

sponsor educational events regarding living responsibility.

At this time the committee is investigating solar hot water heating, community solar electricity supply, and the
installation of charging stations for electric cars.
In short, we at Ascension are trying to talk the talk and walk the walk and we urge our members and friends to join us.
Mentors Wanted !!
We have 7 seven Confirmands in need of Mentors. A Confirmation Mentor can be as little or as much as the student/
mentor want it to be. You can share an interest, food, conversation, fun activities, or just talk! Its up to you two!
Our confirmation class gets confirmed October 2019. We want our Confirmands to have a special relationship with a
member of the church family. We have done this in past years and it really adds so much to the experience for you of
you. We have one volunteer already so we only need six more….can you be one of our mentors?
Questions or sign up - call Beth Dreibelbis 899-4557 or edreib2@comcast.net.
Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements
Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them).
SHAMPOO NEEDED !!!
Please don’t forget your shampoo for JUMP. Look for the sales - it often costs $1 or less. If you want to give any other
personal hygiene items, feel free. Perhaps when you buy yourself soap, deodorant you can buy one for you - one for
JUMP! Thanks - from all the people who come to JUMP for help.
Ushers Needed
ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails.
Organic343@hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you!
Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy regularly visits parishioners who need her, and encourages you to join! Current parishioners requesting
a little company:
•

Anna Marie Mattson is recovering in UVM Medical Center. Visits and calls welcome, 802-847-0000.

Additional News and Opportunities
Ascentria Newsletter
The Ascentria Care Alliance has shared their December 2018 newsletter! Be sure to check out the 3rd article down
about the Good News Garage! CLICK HERE to view the newsletter.

A message from Bread for the World
Farm Bill:
•

A bipartisan farm bill conference report was publicly released late Monday, Dec. 10. The Senate passed the bill
(H.R.2) by a vote of 87 to 13 on Tuesday, Dec. 11. The bill is expected to be considered by the House on
Wednesday, Dec. 12.

•

The bill does not make any of the harmful sweeping policy changes to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), which were included in the House version of the bill.

•

Overall, the domestic nutrition provisions protect and strengthen the food assistance program. Notably, the
bill includes additional funding for employment and training programs targeted to older Americans, the
formerly incarcerated, and individuals with substantial barriers to employment. The bill also includes
permanent funding for nutrition incentives in SNAP as well as a new produce prescription program.

•

The farm bill includes positive international food aid provisions such as reforms to eliminate a requirement to
sell U.S. food commodities overseas to pay for life-saving food and nutrition security programs. The bill also
allows the McGovern-Dole Food for Education program the flexibility to purchase from local farmers and food
markets, thereby improving the nutritional quality of the food served to children participating in the program.

Call (800-826-3688) or email your members of Congress today. Urge them to pass a strong bipartisan farm bill that
continues to strengthen SNAP and improve international food aid programs.

Furniture Needed: UPDATE
Our congregation is so amazing! We were able to deliver a bed, futon, lamps and linens to the 2 young men in
Burlington who were struggling to live and managed to get an apartment but were sleeping on the floor and had no
furniture. They were extremely grateful and so appreciated that people were able to share these items with them.
The only other things that would make their apartment feel more like a home would be a table, dresser and perhaps a
small couch/loveseat if anyone has items such as these, they’d like to share. If you have any of the above items to
donate, please call Karen Grant (372-0123) or email kjgrant2014@gmail.com. We can pick any items up!
Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Book Discussion and Film to Focus on Palestine
The Fletcher Free Library (235 College Street, Burlington) continues its series of presentations on Arabic
literature “In Translation”; in December 2018, the focus is on Palestine.
On Tuesday, December 18, Mousa Ishaq will lead a discussion of Mourid Barghouti’s memoir, I Saw Ramallah,
winner of the Naguib Mahfouz Medal for Literature. The session begins at 6 P.M., in the Fletcher Room.
Copies of the book are available at the Fletcher Library.
On Wednesday, December 19, also at 6 P.M., the Fletcher Library will screen the film Speed Sisters, an awardwinning documentary about the Middle East’s first all-female racing car team, five Palestinian women who
compete in the West Bank’s professional car racing circuit.
For more information, please contact Barbara Shatara at bshatara@burlingtonvt.gov or 802-865-7211.
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a
topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what
we might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2019 dates: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7
CLICK HERE for more information.
Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in
key American literature.
Where? Trinity Episcopal Church
Remaining 2018 dates: 12/20 2019 dates: 1/3, 1/17, 2/7, 2/21
CLICK HERE for more information.

Flash! The New Energy Institute Blog Just Out:
(A copy of the full article is on the CFC Bulletin Board)
U.S. Power Plant Emissions Down 45% Since 2010
A new post by Lucas Davis
Environmental damages from U.S. power plants are down $100+ billion annually since 2010, according to new
research by Holland, Mansur, Muller and Yates.
Remember 2010? It was not so long ago. Obama was President. The iPhone 4 was introduced. The Hurt Locker won six
Oscars. Congress passed the Affordable Care Act.
Yet, though it might be hard to remember, the U.S. electric sector in 2010 was very different. Nearly twice as much
power came from coal as from natural gas. In total, U.S. power plants emitted 15 billion pounds of sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides, and small particulates.
Nobody predicted the power sector would transform so quickly. If you have been following electricity markets, you
probably knew things were changing. We’ve all read about Natural Gas supplanting coal, and about the growth of
renewables. But when you translate that into US power plant emissions, the impact is eye-popping.
A new paper by economists Stephen Holland, Erin Mansur, Nicholas Muller, and Andrew Yates, released today by the
National Bureau of Economic Research, shows us how far the U.S. power sector has come.

