
E-News for the week of Sunday, November 19 

24th Sunday after Pentecost     |     Service of the Word 

Readings 
Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 

Psalm 90:1-12 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Worship Participants 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Debbie Ingram  

Altar Guild: Lucy Beck 

Lector: Vicki Lemley 

Organist: Ann Gnagey 

Greeters: Karen & Peter Grant 

Ushers: Jim Wilhite & Peter Grant 

Coffee Hour: The Confirmation Class 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 11/15 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Thursday, 11/16 

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilter’s Group 

5:30-7:30 p.m. PCAVT (Rental) 

Friday, 11/17 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Sunday, 11/19 

**Holiday Giving Tree Goes Up** 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental) 

Tuesday, 11/21 
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental) 

Thursday, 11/23 Happy Thanksgiving! 
Upcoming Birthdays 

11/15 Cheryl Heppner 

11/16 Elias Carter 

11/20 Eranthie Yeshwant 

11/27 Charlie Cutting 

12/1 Jameson Keene 

12/2 Gracie Heinchon 

12/5 Gretchen Dreibelbis 

11/6 Natalie Tylenda 

11/7 Susan Moore 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 862-8866 

www.alcvt.org     |     https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/ 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 

 

Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to 
use, any items (like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start 

AND approximate finish time of the event or meeting! Email 
church.office@alcvt.org to add or ask questions.  

 

Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times 
by appointment. 

http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/
http://alcvt.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s Message 
Dear Ascension Friends, 
As we enter into the thanksgiving period, I ask that we all remember with gratitude the gifts that God has bestowed 
upon us. They are so numerous. They include our church life, communities, family, and friends. The blessings also 
include the other-than-human communities that make life possible and also worship God (see Ps. 148): air, water, and 
all the plants and animals that share Earth with us. We are asked to be good stewards of all these gifts and to learn 
from them. 
This weekend I will be in Boston. I will preach at University Lutheran church, Cambridge, about our watershed 
stewardship work. This is part of our synod grant, which pays for spreading the word about water care to other 
churches. I also will attend the American Academy of Religion meeting—a five day event with speakers from all 
academic fields in religion. The supply pastor will be the Rev. Debbie Ingram (see her bio in the “Hark” section of the e
-news below). Pr. Ann Larson will be back up pastor. I will then take several vacation days for Thanksgiving with family 
in PA and return by train on Saturday Nov. 25. 
Several water events: Wednesday, November 15, Trinity Church, Shelburne, VT: Sacred Waters, 6:30 to 8 pm. An 
excellent interfaith panel will speak on the spiritual aspects of water. (The planners asked me to speak on Christianity, 
but the event conflict with Ascension’s choir practice, so I suggested that Trinity’s rector speak, instead.) I am very 
glad that several ALC parishioners will attend. 
Then, at Ascension, Monday, December 4, Ascension Lutheran Church: Speak Up for Clean Water, 7 to 8 pm. Join the 
Conservation Law Center and the Lake Champlain Committee to talk about water policy in Vermont. We’ll be 
highlighting water bills that we expect to see this legislative session at the state house, and sharing how to engage 
your representatives. Please invite your friends. (Sponsored by Ascension’s Caring for Creation Committee.) 
Faithfully, Pr. Nancy 
Pastoral Care 
Several people who are close to us are struggling with illness. Caring is part of loving. We keep in mind the Cotner 
family, as Pr. Joe Cotner has been a supply pastor at Ascension and will be with us again. Donna Cotner's memorial 
service will be held at Good Shepherd, Jericho, on Saturday, November 18th, at 1:00. An informal visit with the Cotner 
family is scheduled at 12:00 noon and a reception will follow the service. 

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 
Guest Preacher This Sunday 
The Rev. Debbie Ingram will preach at Ascension on Nov. 19. Debbie Ingram is an ordained minister in the United 
Church of Christ and the Executive Director of Vermont Interfaith Action, a coalition of congregations across the state 

Sunday School News 
Children’s Classes 
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Children’s Wing for Sunday School! 
Important Upcoming Dates:  

No Sunday School on November 26—Thanksgiving Break! 
December 3 is Advent Wreath and Giving Box Making! (See announcement under “Hark!” section below) 
December 10 and 17 will be practice for the Christmas Story Presentation—the 17th presentation at church. 

Adult Class 
Have you ever thought of King Saul as a tragic king? What kind of a man was King David?  These are two of the topics 
we have discussed  in our Adult Discussion group. We have lively discussions, provoked by Craig Koester, professor at 
Luther Seminary. Come join us at 9.a.m. Sunday morning. You might be surprised! 
Upcoming Ripple Schedule 

Sunday, Nov 19th - Taize Prayer Service 6:30pm This is a new prayer service which will be monthly on third 
Sundays! Our youth love Taize and we hope to send more young adults to Taize, France again this summer! 
Tuesday, Nov 21th -  NO Ripple over Thanksgiving Break! 
Tuesday, Nov 28th - Ripple 6-8:30pm Topic: What is College Life Like? (Older Youth) 



that seeks to effect systemic change on issues like affordable housing, education, corrections reform, and economic 
dignity. Debbie was elected last year to the State Senate from the Chittenden County District. She is a graduate of 
Stanford University and Fuller Theological Seminary, and she completed a fellowship at Cambridge University, 
England. Debbie served for two years as a pastor in southern California before moving to Bangladesh, where she lived 
for seven years, making videos and writing promotional materials for organizations working in poverty alleviation. 

Holiday Giving Tree: COMING SOON to a Narthex Near You! 
The Giving Tree will be going up THIS SUNDAY, November 19th. This year, all gifts will be in the form of 
various gift cards. The tags will suggest stores for the cards and a suggested amount. Feel free to give any 
amount or take as many tags as you wish! Questions? See Cheryl Couillard or email checouillard@yahoo.com. 
Thanks for your support in this project! 

Advent Wreath Making for All Ages 
Sunday December 3, at 9 AM Sunday School will host Advent Wreath Making for all ages, in Fellowship Hall. Please 
bring your advent wreath frame or plan to purchase one, at the event. Advent Candles will also be available for 
purchase.  if you have nice greens which you can contribute, please feel free to bring them along to share.  A 
Continental Breakfast will be served at 9 AM. A new event this year, In the Sunday School wing, will be Advent Giving 
Box making.  We will decorate boxes and attach a shortened calendar, to take home, and place one article per day 
into the box, such as non-perishable food, or shampoo or soap, etc., These boxes will be collected on December 17 
and given to needy people through JUMP or the Burlington Food Shelf, or Abenaki Food Shelf. We look forward to 
your participation in this annual event. All ages are welcome.  
Speak Up for Clean Water 
Monday, December 4, 7:00 - 8:30, Speak Up for Clean Water, at Ascension. Join the Conservation Law Center and the 
Lake Champlain Committee to talk about water policy in Vermont. We’ll be highlighting water bills that we expect to 
see this legislative session at the state house, and sharing how to engage your representatives. Sponsored by the 
Caring for Creation Committee. 
Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church here at Ascension 
December 16,  Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem. Join us for breakfast and the 
broadcast of the annual Advent service from Ascension’s sister congregation, Christmas Lutheran Church, in 
Bethlehem, Palestine and National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, 
December 16.  Festivities begin at 8:30 am with Palestinian and American breakfast 
selections.  The service begins at 9:30. 
Donations for the Christmas Lutheran Church Children’s School Kits will be collected as 
a free-will offering. 
Help provide these school kits for children at Christmas Lutheran, our sister church in 
Bethlehem.  You can write a check for $ 13 to ALC and note School Kits on the notation 
line.  The Social Action Committee will take care of the rest. 
Sound System in the Fellowship Hall 
Did you know? You can hear the worship service in the Fellowship Hall! Whether you need to come out of the service 
to care for your child, to help set up for an event, or simply are preparing coffee hour, you can turn on the amplifier 
just above the door on the south wing of the sanctuary (just to the right and up from the piano in the classroom area 
of the Fellowship Hall). If you wish, please ask any usher to show you! It may be off to start on a Sunday due to choirs 
practicing in the sanctuary during Sunday School time, but anyone can turn it back on!   
And speaking of sound…. We have several listening devices available for use as well that are also tied into the sound 
system. If you would like to give one a try, please see any usher. 
New Calendar Online 
The new calendar is up and running on our website at http://alcvt.org/calendar.html. Here you can click on each 
event to see what space is reserved, and more details as relevant. We are hoping to give committee chairs editing 
ability in the future, but that part of the set-up is going to take a little more time! In the meantime, please message 
the church office for scheduling needs at church.office@alcvt.org.  
Stewardship Update 
Thank you to all who have responded "so far" to the annual stewardship campaign, generously making a commitment 
to serve the Lord and His people through Ascension Lutheran Church in 2018.  

http://alcvt.org/calendar.html


Additional News and Opportunities 
Sacred Waters 
Sacred Waters—the second of two panel discussions will be held on November 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Trinity Church, 
Shelburne. The first discussion (on 11/9) focused on our local watershed and Lake Champlain, and what citizens can 
do to help protect and preserve this critical resource. The November 15 discussion will focus on the spiritual aspects 
of water informed by leaders in the Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, and Abenaki traditions.  
The events are free of charge, light food will be available. Please RSVP at their website, trinityshelburne.org by clicking 
on the News and Events section. 
Bright Stars of Bethlehem 
Be sure to check out the latest on the Dar al-Kalima Library (to which Ascension has contributed books) in their latest 
update, including a wonderful video! Follow the link here to view: http://brightstarsbethlehem.org/2017/11/
bethlehem-library-construction-benefits-whole-community/ 
Items Needed for Newly Placed Homeless Families 
They are in need of mattresses, dressers, kitchen tables/chairs, coffee and end tables, lamps, dishes, pots and pans, 
linens, blankets and pillows. Families moving out of homelessness into housing are in need of pretty much anything 
and everything, including cleaning supplies and toiletries in addition to the furniture items.  If you have donations, 
please let Karen and Pete Grant know (802-372-0123).  If the items are small they can be brought to church for pick 
up, otherwise we can arrange to pick them up! 
On the Trail of Martin Luther 
Collette Travel presents an 11 day tour of Luther Land. Guaranteed departure April 11, 2018 to April 21, 2018 $2099 
pp. Price includes land tour, transfers, guided tours and visits, performances, hotels, 14 meals as listed and services of 
guide and driver.  Air fare is extra.  If there is a group larger than 8, wholesale air may be available.  Other dates 
available.  See posting on bulletin board in fellowship hall.  If interested, contact Karen Martin. 

This Sunday is another opportunity for us to return our Time and Talent form and pledge card--or pick up the card and 
form to fill out if you need them. You can also choose to mail your card and form or bring them to the church office 
for the attention of our financial secretary, Gene Heyerdahl.  
As we start preparing our hearts and homes for Thanksgiving--making dinner and travel plans, for instance--we can't 
miss this opportunity as a church family to give thanks for our blessings and our responsibility to be God's faithful 
stewards of those blessings.   
At Martin Luther's suggestion :) take a good look at Galatians; from chapter 5, verses 13 and 14: "... but through love 
serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" 
Liturgical assistants needed 
Please consider becoming a liturgical assistant. Once a month or so each assistant helps the pastor by standing at the 
altar and helping to distribute Holy Communion. Thank you! 
New Coffee Hour Sign-Up 
A new Coffee Hour Sign-Up sheet has been posted in the Narthex. The new list covers through the end of January. 
This is one of the best ways we can welcome newcomers, so let’s try to get that list filled up asap!  
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