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E-News for Sunday, January 6, 2019
Epiphany of Our Lord
Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: Leah Burke
Altar Guild: Lucy Beck
Lector: Vicki Lemley
Communion Assistant: TBD
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: France Leblanc & Jake Hansen
Ushers: Ron Ulmer & Jake Hansen
Coffee Hour: Farewell Party for the Martins
Readings
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Upcoming Birthdays
1/4 Illianna Bruno, Sharon Sturm
1/8 Jessica Wisloski
1/10 Shona Bruno
1/12 Dale Bergdahl
1/14 Elizabeth Dreibelbis, Doug
Dreibelbis, Molly Burke
1/16 Sally Farrar
1/17 Thomas Bruno
1/29 Leah Burke
2/1 Cathy Cameron-Muscente, John
Ishaq, Emma Peake
2/2 Robert Hondal

Upcoming Week
2019

Thursday
1/3
Friday
1/4
Saturday
1/5

Happy New Year!
5:30 p.m. Joint Practice for Bells Concert
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)
5:30 p.m. Concert Call Time-Joint Choirs
7:00 p.m. Northern Bronze/Bells of Ascension Concert (See
announcement)
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
1/6

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service and “undecorate” the Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. Farewell Coffee Hour for the Martins
3:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Tuesday
1/8

6:00 p.m. Property Committee Meeting

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
Wednesday
6:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice
1/9
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension Brothers and Sisters,
At the blessing of the Nativity Scene on Christmas Eve, we prayed, “May Jesus be born in our lives, that we might
share his love with all the world, for he is our light and our salvation.”
How do we share Jesus’ love? One understanding is that we receive the light of Christ, which illuminates our minds
and understanding and warms our hearts for deeper compassion.
The following moving prayer (given for January 2 in in the book I use for daily prayer, For All the Saints: A Prayer Book
for and by the Church), is helpful,
“It is not in vain that Scripture compares the Word of God, in its nature and effects, to light. The sun’s light shines
down upon us pure and colorless; but it breaks forth from earthly objects only in a variety of colors, and all of them
contribute to the beauty of our earth. Where these colors stand next to one another in their natural arrangement,
and sparkle and play upon one another, there we see the rainbow—the arch of peace—resplendent in its perfect
beauty. Only when we reunite the various broken rays, is pure and colorless light again restored. So it is with the
Word of God. It has shone upon earth through the Son of God, pure in its heavenly splendor. But in every other
person it becomes a unique light, breaking forth in an individual color. The beauty of Christ’s church consists in the
fact that, in the fellowship of believers, all these colors are harmoniously united, all the diverse human views and
representations of the one salvation gently flow together. That is what it means to seek the truth in love.”
Isn’t it marvelous to think of Jesus’ light as shining out through faith-full Christians in all the colors of the rainbow?
Each of our lights, given by the love of Christ and received in faith, is individual, yet all together offer to the world the
whole of the church’s ministry.
Happy New Year—and may your colorful light shine!
The quote is from Servant of the Word: Selected Sermons of Friedrich Schleiermacher; Schleiermacher (1768-1834),
was a famous German theologian, author and philosopher of religion at Berlin University, which he helped found.
Blessings,
Pr. Nancy

New Member
This coming Sunday, Karen Huber will become a member at Ascension. Welcome, Karen! Here is her brief
autobiography:
Many, many years ago Karen Sivertsen was born and raised in Greenwich, Connecticut. Her family attended First
Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), where she was confirmed. Upon graduation from Greenwich High, she enrolled at
Marlboro College. Prior to her spring semester attendance, Karen headed west to explore California. Two months in,
crossing a street in San Francisco, she was hit by a utility truck. Her injuries required her to stay put in SF - just long
enough to fall in love with both the city and a handsome chess player. Much to her parents’ chagrin, Karen opted out
of Marlboro, exchanging bucolic Vermont for crazy California.
Ensuing studies at San Francisco City College, UCONN and Western CT State University drove Karen through positions
in the maritime, graphic arts, semiconductor, and import industries. She settled back in Connecticut with her
husband, Lee Huber. They had two children, Kristiane and Jonathan (confirmed at the local ELCA Church). Meanwhile,
she served many years as a municipal Inland Wetlands Agent and Conservation Commissioner and was long employed
as executive director of the Southbury Land Trust and later, Litchfield and Goshen Land Trusts.
Fast forward through a perfect storm of misfortune and loss, Karen found herself alone in Connecticut wondering why
she was even there. Her son, Jon, was happily living in Burlington Vermont. Karen loved visiting not just because she
enjoyed seeing Jon, but, as always, she loved Vermont. One day her kids said why don’t you just live there? Unable
to provide a reasonable argument, Karen relocated to Vermont, 45 years later than originally planned!

With condo renovations underway, Karen opened her front door to be greeted by the carpenter who called out,
“Welcome Home!” Such a nice thing to say although it still didn’t feel like home with the construction and wall-towall moving cartons. A new home in a new state where ones only contacts are a realtor, lawyer, building contractor,
flooring specialist and your 26-year old guitar-playing, songwriting son make finding one’s own community
challenging.
To address this need, Karen hoped to find a church. And there was Ascension Lutheran Church - just three miles
away! A scan of ALC’s website revealed a pro-active, generous church with a strong suit in environmentalism that
very much appealed to Karen. So the following Sunday she was off to Ascension Lutheran Church seeking fellowship,
worship and stewardship of the earth.
Seated in the airy, yet cozy and welcoming, Ascension Lutheran Church with its wall of windows framing the lovely,
late autumn woodlands, when the congregation began to sing the ever familiar “This is the feast of victory for our
God”, Karen knew she was, indeed, home….

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
Join us at 9:00 a.m. for Sunday School in the Children’s Wing! Classes will break off into classrooms after a brief
welcome.
Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
We will continue in studying Luther’s Small Catechism.
Sunday Conversations over Coffee
Ascension is committed to helping parents support their children by encouraging communication with each other
during the Sunday school hour. On Sundays, parents who bring their children to Sunday school and are not engaged in
teaching are encouraged to meet with other parents in the church basement. Parents may bring children who are too
young for Sunday school. Tables and chairs are always set up and a Keurig coffee pot and cups, etc. will always be
available. We hope you will join with other parents on Sunday mornings anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 9:50 a.m. for
informal conversations in the church basement.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Farewell to Karen and Red Martin: THIS SUNDAY
Karen and Red Martin, long time active members of Ascension, are moving to Connecticut on January 11. We will miss
them at Ascension! Plan to stay after service this Sunday, January 6th for a special light brunch to wish the Martins
Godspeed!
From the Quilters
In 2014 Karen organized the LWR quilting group. Fabric was donated, supplies were purchased, quilt kits put together,
and sewing machines began to hum. Since 2014 Ascension Quilters have made and donated 182 quilts that have been
distributed throughout the world. While in the process of creating these quilts our group has grown and the women
involved have found a kindship of fellowship. St. Frances was so right when he said, “It is in giving that we receive.”
Thank you Karen for getting the quilt mission started, your organization, and for you faithfulness in leading. We will
miss you. You both are in our hearts and prayers as you begin your new adventure in a new home that is close to
family. God’s blessings!
The Ascensions Quilters

Special Bells Concert at Ascension
On Friday, Jan. 4 at 7 pm the Northern Bronze Handbell Ensemble, with the Bells of Ascesnion and Choir will present a
beautiful concert “Seasons of Hope and Joy—Bells Ringing, Hearts Singing, Songs to Cheer the Soul and Bring in the
New Year. “This will be a well-attended, beautiful concert!
Adults $12; Children $8
Want to hear your favorite music?
Lutherans love music, but you already know this! Some music becomes particularly special because it brings back
memories that are dear to you. As your organist, I would be happy to play them for you. If you would like to hear a
particular piece during the Sunday church service, please let me know.

Just come to the organ after any service with the name of the piece that means a lot to you. If you would rather
email, that is OK also. My email address is agnagey@vtc.edu. Looking forward to hearing from you!
Thank you, Ann Gnagey
Mentors Wanted !!
We have 7 seven Confirmands in need of Mentors. A Confirmation Mentor can be as little or as much as the student/
mentor want it to be. You can share an interest, food, conversation, fun activities, or just talk! Its up to you two!
Our confirmation class gets confirmed October 2019. We want our Confirmands to have a special relationship with a
member of the church family. We have done this in past years and it really adds so much to the experience for you of
you. We have one volunteer already so we only need six more….can you be one of our mentors?
Questions or sign up - call Beth Dreibelbis 899-4557 or edreib2@comcast.net.
Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements
Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them).
SHAMPOO NEEDED !!!
Please don’t forget your shampoo for JUMP. Look for the sales - it often costs $1 or less. If you want to give any other
personal hygiene items, feel free. Perhaps when you buy yourself soap, deodorant you can buy one for you - one for
JUMP! Thanks - from all the people who come to JUMP for help.
Ushers Needed
ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails.
Organic343@hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you!
Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy regularly visits parishioners who need her, and encourages you to join! Current parishioners requesting
a little company:
•

Anna Marie Mattson is recovering in UVM Medical Center. Visits and calls welcome, 802-847-0000.

Additional News and Opportunities
Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic
that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we
might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2019 dates: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7

CLICK HERE for more information.
Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in
key American literature.
Where? Trinity Episcopal Church
2019 dates: 1/3, 1/17, 2/7, 2/21
CLICK HERE for more information.

