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E-News for the Week of Sunday, April 28, 2019
Second Sunday of Easter
Worship Participants
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Preacher: Wanda Hines
Altar Guild: Cheryl Couillard
Lector: Richard Butz
Liturgical Assistant: TBD
Communion Assistant: Marcia Gustafson
Organist: Elizabeth Dillon
Greeter: Lydia Wisloski
Ushers: Jim Wilhite and Joe Oppenlander
Coffee Hour: TBD

Readings
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Upcoming Birthdays
4/25 Cheryl Couillard
4/26 Jessica Snook
4/30 Paul Rittershausen, France Leblanc
5/1 Mary Hondal
5/3 Elsa Breiland
5/6 Aida Qubrosi
5/7 Sara Vanyush
5/9 Claire Anderson
5/13 Julia Hondal
5/16 Johanna White, Kelli Magnier
5/17 Janice Tilley
5/21 Elizabeth Hill
5/24 Morgan Dreibelbis

Upcoming Week
Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
4/24
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
4/25

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilt Group
11:00 a.m. Mutual Ministry Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m. Care for Creation Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m. Social Action Committee Meeting

Friday
4/26

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday
4/27

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
4/28

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class (See Announcements)
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Tuesday
4/30

9:30-11:30 a.m. PCAVT (Rental)
6:00 p.m. Long Range Planning Committee Meeting

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
5/1
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Long Range Planning Survey: DEADLINE APPROACHING
As part of our efforts to include everyone at Ascension in this
process of forming our future, we are holding “Mud Meeting 2”
on May 5 (see announcement in Upcoming Events), and we’re
asking everyone to fill out the survey prior to the meeting. You
can fill out the survey in one of two ways—online HERE, or fill
out the hard copy that was sent to you in the mail. Additional
hard copies are available in the Narthex.
The link to the survey will be live until Sunday, May 5.

Pastor’s Message
Easter is such a mysterious and wonderful Sunday (and the Easter season, of course, extends for fifty days until
Pentecost). The Resurrection of Jesus is power-filled, entirely hopeful, and always mysterious.
I felt very moved during Ascension's Holy Week services. Thanks to each of you who put so much time and effort into
creating beautiful, moving worship experiences.
We pray with people of faith around the world. We mourn violence caused by strive between peoples of varied
religious commitments. We also pray with our sister church, Christmas Lutheran, and sister synod, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land. The Christians in that synod continue to keep the message of peace
and justice of Jesus alive while experiencing Israeli occupation and intense hardship. I invite you to follow the link
below to read the Easter Message from Bishop Azar.
www.elcjhl.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Easter-Message-2019-from-Bishop-Azar-.pdf
This Sunday, we will experience the resurrection faith as it reaches out to communities here and around the world.
Wanda Hines, Director of JUMP, will preach, and I (with the congregation) will bless the quilts that will be sent from
our congregation around the world through Lutheran World Relief.
In these tangible expressions of faith and care, I imagine that we are part of the story of the disciple Thomas who
came to resurrection faith in touching the wounds of Christ. By tangibly sharing and giving Christ's love, through
support of JUMP, sending the quilts, and all other expressions of care for people in need and God's creation, may
we even more fully experience and share resurrection joy and hope.
Blessings, Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
This Sunday, 4/28 ONLY the Adult Class will meet. Classes will resume for all ages on Sunday, May 5
Visit our website to learn more about educational offerings: http://alcvt.org/education.html
Adult Class
He is risen! Hallelujah! Easter has just begun! The adult discussion group will meet this Sunday at 9:00 a.m. to explore
further what the resurrection means. Come and explore with us!

HARK! Important News
Guest Preacher: Wanda Hines
Wanda was hired by JUMP in February of 2013. In her capacity as Director, Wanda supervises both staff and
volunteers, and monitors grant, budget and fundraising activities. She works closely with the Board and its various
committees, and strives to build and maintain healthy and necessary relationships with faith communities, individuals,
businesses, and foundations.
Wanda is a recognized leader in the greater Burlington community, having served as Director of the Chittenden
Emergency Food Shelf from 1995-2007, and Director of the Social Equity Investment Project, a social development
resource for the City of Burlington, from 2007-2013. Raised Baptist and the granddaughter of a Preacher, Wanda has,
for 25 years, been a passionate, unwavering advocate and thoughtful leader for positive social change. She holds a
B.A. in Public Administration and Community Development.
The Church Mouse
The next issue of The Church Mouse is coming soon! The deadline for submissions is Monday, May 6th. Please email
submissions to church.office@alcvt.org. Thanks!

Fair Trade Coffee Project from the New “Coffee Lady”
For many years Donna Pittman, Marcia Gustafson, and Jake Hansen have graciously led the Lutheran World Relief
Coffee Project, selling Fair Trade Products here at Ascension. I will try to do justice to this very worthwhile project, as
they turn the management over to me.
This is a win-win situation as we help small farmers around the world receive a fair wage for their work, while we
enjoy reliable products. We order in bulk with no mark-ups to you. Many of these products are sold locally at
considerably higher prices. You will see a new Price List reflecting the current 2019 prices. Not much change—but a
few items have gone up a bit, while some have even come down.
Payments may be made by cash or check written to Ascension Lutheran Church (and marked “Coffee Project” in the
memo). This may be left in my box in the church office, or in the envelope found in the basket on our table.
Feel free to call or email me, or leave a message in my box if you would like to add a specific item to our next order.
Cindy Ulmer, the new “Coffee Lady” - cindy.ulmer@me.com - 864-546-2037
Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy regularly visits parishioners who need her, and encourages you to join! Current parishioners requesting
a little company:
•

Anna Marie Mattson (Carter) is now living at 847 Pine Street and welcomes visitors. Phone 488-6084.

Upcoming Events
Vermont Spring Ring Handbell Concert—Saturday, April 27th, 4:00 p.m., CVU High School
What could be more intriguing than 200 English handbell ringers all playing at the same time? You will
have a chance to find out at this year’s annual Vermont Spring Ring concert, to be held at Champlain
Valley Union High School on Saturday, April 27th at 4:00 p.m.
Spring Ring happens each year when handbell ensembles from around the state and beyond (Quebec,
New York, New Hampshire…) gather for a day of practice, workshops, and fellowship.

This year’s guest conductor is Stephanie Rhoades from Texas, who will spend the day rehearsing and preparing 200
ringers to perform together in the concert.
The concert is open to the public with freewill offering gladly accepted.
Ascension’s Mud Morning 2: “Plowing Ahead. Creating Fertile Ground”
WHAT: Ascension Goal Planning Workshop and Lunch
WHEN: Sunday, May 5th
TIME: Conclusion of Service- 2:30 p.m.

HOSTED BY: Long Range Planning Team and Facilitator
We have much to be thankful for at Ascension on the amazing work and progress happening here! Our church has
met many goals from our previous 5 year plan and we are ready to forge ahead with new goals. The Long Range
Planning Team needs your help on this! We are inviting all Friends and Members of Ascension to come and share your
ideas, thoughts, questions, concerns, hopes and dreams as we look forward into Ascension’s future. Come “plow
ahead” with us on God’s Work and share your vision on Sunday, May 5th, beginning after the conclusion of church
until 2:30 p.m. Lunch will be served. Questions? Please see one of the Long Range Planning Committee Team
members.

Yours in Christ—Alison Hampson, Ron Ulmer, Sami Wayne, Doug Dreibelbis and Sarah Peake
P.S. To prepare for Mud Morning, parishioners are invited to read the Bishop’s excellent paper “A Church Reborn.”
Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a
topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what
we might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church—Final date: 5/7/2019. CLICK HERE for more information.

Additional News and Opportunities
Parishioner Blog
Jay and Barbara Fritsche are working for three months in Palestine. Their pilgrimage and ministry can be followed on
their blog: Bfintheholyland.wordpress.com
Earth Day and the Tesla Model 3
Monday April 22nd was Earth Day and May 4th is Vermont Green Up Day. Meredith and I are trying to make an
impact with our carbon footprint and so we would like to share our experiences with owning and driving our electric
car—a Tesla Model 3. It is a little bit of social change to plug in your car at home and never visit a gas
station. Because the car has good range and 1/3 the cost per mile we prefer to take the Model 3 on long trips. It
ranks #1 among all the hundreds of cars crash tested by the NHSTA. And its software will soon catch up to its
hardware and be able to drive itself safer than any human driver. It really is a car from the future and our girls love
the "zoom-zoom". ;)
If you would like know more about please email Erik at erik.breiland@gmail.com
Foot Care Clinic
The University Of Vermont Medical Center Department Of Community Health Improvement is pleased to be offering a
community foot care clinic at Ascension Lutheran Church starting this spring. The foot care clinic is staffed by UVMMC
nurses who provide basic foot care services including a foot soak, foot assessment, toenail trimming and lotion
application. These foot care clinics do not offer treatment of ingrown nails, calluses or other conditions that require
podiatry services. Participants with diabetes or on blood thinners should bring a note from their primary care
provider. There is no official charge for this service, but donations are encouraged and appreciated. Clinics will be held
approximately every 8 weeks. Upcoming dates are 5/9, 6/27 and 8/21.
Please note that registration is required. We currently have four openings for Ascension parishioners. If interested, or
if you have questions, please contact Martha McAuliffe, RN, at (802) 847-1624 or at
Martha.McAuliffe@uvmhealth.org. Thank you!

JUMP 2019 Annual Spring Campaign
The mission of the Joint Urban Ministry Project was inspired by five downtown Burlington
faith communities who decided in 1988 to work together towards a vision of assisting
children and adults from our region who were facing the overwhelming challenges of
poverty. JUMP has grown to help people in many practical and thoughtful ways and is
now an interfaith collaboration involving twenty-eight faith communities, many
businesses, individuals and foundations. Because of all of this support, because of you,
JUMP “gives help where it is really needed.”

The 2019 Spring Campaign Challenge: to ensure families find help to meet basic needs and increase transportation
assistance support where and when it is needed.
We hope to raise $25,000 during JUMP’s Spring Campaign, empowering JUMP to help more Vermont households in
2019.
Your support is critically needed to assure that we can continue to tell this great story of meeting the needs of your
neighbors.
Please give generously. JUMP needs your support!
Donation checks can be made payable to JUMP and mailed to 38 So. Winooski Ave, Burlington, VT 05401 or by credit
card online at www.jumpvt.org

