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Ascension’s Vision
Ascension Lutheran
Church celebrates faith
and trusts in God’s grace
and salvation through
Jesus Christ.
Our Mission
We worship in word and
sacrament, care for
God’s creation, serve
people in need, and
respect differences.

Dear Friends,
This issue of the Mouse reflects the report from Ascension
Council that it has voted to begin the process toward the
six-month lease notification to Ascension Childcare
(ACC) to go our separate ways. This vote was taken after
the chairman of the ACC board, Eyal Barsky, informed
the property committee and the president of the ALC
council on two separate occasions that ACC intended to
exercise the six-month notification clause in the lease, and
to move ACC to a different location.
I have read the “signs,” and feelings among the leadership
of both ALC and ACC, and would say that there seems to
be weariness with trying to continue to work well together. As we walk forward now, I wish to express my
feelings of admiration for ACC and grief at the seeming
inevitably that come sometime in the Fall they will not be
with us. I also know that ALC will re-energize itself
around a yet-to-be-seen important and exciting ministry to
the community, which will use both our church building
and our wooded grounds.
I admire ACC
I respect Katie Gonyaw for running an excellent program;
I respect her staff. I’ve seen them holding screaming children until they settle, and devotedly pay special attention
to a child who needs to be quieted in order to concentrate
on a task.
I respect staff (including ALC parishioners Susan Agne,
Bonnie Lombardi, and Cheryl Couillard) for the varied
tasks they give to the children each day and the caring
way in which they greet the kid’s parents.
I’ve respected ACC for hosting educational conferences in
the evenings, to which the community was invited.
I admire them for trying to make ends meet and at the
same time give scholarships to children so that those who
can’t otherwise afford to do so can still attend ACC.

May 2013
in a 4th-floor walk-up studio apartment as
big as my present living room for 35
years). Too, I’ve always worked in
churches where a lot was going on in
service to the community and church
activities.
But, I also accept that “there is a time for
Pr. Nancy Wright
everything under heaven...”
I know that the Holy Spirit blows through our lives and
brings change. I trust that the risk we take to ask God
“Where is love calling us” will bring us to a new ministry/
mission at Ascension. (Surely, the surest way to kill off
your pastor is to ask her to work in a more-or-less deathly
quiet church building!)
Let us fill up the church with ministry and activity. The
church is a gift to the community; we receive tax exempt
status and the community should know about the Love
around which we center our lives. No longer will the
church grow if it is not facing outward, always asking
what it can do for others. (This is truer now than ever before in the history of Christendom.)
For this reason, I am very pleased that council voted that
we wish to increase the use of the building space for the
community. I am very grateful that long-range planning
committee will continue its work; I believe that we are at
the stage of asking the community its needs and discovering new ministries.

Past and Present Hope
My hope was that ACC could be seen by ALC as a joint
ministry to the community. We could then build on the
excellent reputation that I believe ACC has in the community (which reflects well on us) and to create even more
good children’s programs.
I know that some parishioners hoped that it could be a
religious/Lutheran school and have felt disappointed
since the very start. Yet the determination at the beginI’ve taken delight!
ning, as I understand it, was that a Lutheran school was
As from my window daily I watch: children barely old
not viable; the contextual situation certainly has not
enough to walk with bike helmets on their heads; children changed much since then.
standing in the big snow bank at the end of the driveway,
So, my hope now is open-ended for both ALC and ACC.
playing with Tom; Zumba teachers teaching them to
We will see to what God draws us and humbly ask for
dance; Audubon Society staff teaching them how to be
God’s guidance.
animals; the sidewalk chalk games that I try to hop
through on the way into the office; a line of kids setting
Meanwhile, I admit grief and hopefulness as we together
look toward the future. And, I certainly will plan (with
off into the woods in the snow; the pajama days.
Since I have not had children, seeing them has filled a gap W&M committee and council) an opportune time to celebrate our life together.
in my own life and inspired me to say again and again:
Children are a gift from God.
Faithfully,
Change happens…
Yet, ALC and ACC have seemed to trip over each other at
times as we share this space. Perhaps I accept that as more
or less normal, coming as I do from NYC (where I lived

Pr. Nancy
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Report from Council President, Steve Snook

D

ear ALC parishioners,

ahead, as we undertake that process, Council and the Long Range
Planning committee will turn our attention to how best to utilize our
After many months Council has made a difficult but necessary decision regarding Ascension Childcare. Our two insti- property and our building to serve the wider community. We have in
view the mission that the Long Range Planning committee is helping
tutions must go their separate ways. This decision was not taken
ALC to articulate, and we will be able to consider any number of poslightly, and has come after months of striving to make the current
situation work to mutual satisfaction. But this has not proved possible, sibilities. Throughout this process of reimagining and reinventing
ourselves, there will be ample opportunity for the congregation to
and we are now accepting the inevitable.
voice ideas and views.
ACC has been part of ALC for 25 years, meeting a need for childcare
Trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I ask all parishioners to
that in South Burlington exceeds supply. Countless families have
keep Council, and all the members of ALC’s committees in their
been helped by ACC in so many ways, and it behooves us to recogprayers, while we work through the many details, many of which are
nize this service to the community. I am sure that everyone will join
me in thanking ACC and its staff members for all they have done, and not yet apparent to us.
will continue to do, while we acknowledge that ACC has simply outgrown the space that we are able to make available.
We will undertake the process with careful planning, due caution and
forethought. The terms of the lease provide for a six-month period
during which the separation will be carried out, and in the months

Steve

Mission note

O

ne thousand dollars! That’s the amount Ascension collected
to support the ELCA Malaria Campaign before any Thrivent
match and not counting at least one gift sent directly to the
ELCA by a member. Thank you to everyone! And kudos to Kay for
her wonderful leadership!
Every May there are two important walks in our area. This year the
first is on Sunday, May 5, and supports COTS (Committee on Temporary Shelter). The second is on Saturday, May 11, and supports
Respite House, the hospice care residence where both Norma Oppenlander and Kathy Kemp spent their last days on earth.
COTS mission is to advocate for long-term solutions to end homelessness. The annual COTS walk is a 3-mile trek around downtown

Burlington, following the route the person who is homeless might
travel to receive shelter and services.
The Jiggety Jog is a “FUNdraising” activity for Respite House. It is a
5K course that runners can choose to race (timed) or non-runners can
choose to walk, bike, roller blade or skate board (not timed). The Jiggety Jog begins and ends at Allen Brook School, 497 Talcott Road,
Williston.
Please consider participating in either one or both of these walks.

Marcia

Summary Statement of Operations—Month ended March 31, 2013

Yes! Estimate of Giving Card*
I want to help support the work of my church. I estimate that
during the next year I will give to my church
$___________per week or $___________per month or
$___________per year.
Name:___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________

*I understand that this giving estimate may be raised or lowered at any time simply by calling the church office.

Thank You!
Financial report submitted by France Leblanc
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

Easter Service and Egg Hunt

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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RIPPLE Events, Topics for Discussion, and Potlucks—Go to Ripple website www.makeitripple.org for upcoming events.

May 2013 SCHEDULE
Youth can choose the group they feel most comfortable with.
Some of our younger youth enjoy participating with our older
youth and vise versa. Everyone grows up at their own rate!
7

Topic: Family Differences

14

Ripple Leader Teams Meet

15 21 Topic: Worldwide Problems—Local Impact: Standing
With Our Mew American Neighbors
25—27 Peer Ministry Training Retreat
28

1st and 3rdTuesdays
Ripple at Ascension
5:00 p.m. Ripple Current
(5th—8th graders)
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00—9:00 p.m. Ripple Immersion
(8th - 12th graders)

No Ripple Leadership Team Meetings

Rachel Stampul,
Pastor for Youth and
Young Adults

RIPPLE EFFECTS PREVENT STREAM EROSION and water pollution Join us on May 18th to help plant trees along the banks of
Alder Brook in Essex. The trees will help stabilize the ground around the brook and prevent stream erosion and water pollution. We’ll have
a great time outside in the fresh air: rain or shine. Check the weather before you come and dress smart, including mud boots. Bring some
work gloves if you have them. Plan to meet at Alder Brook. Food will be provided by Healthy Living!!. IMPORTANT: You need to
RSVP by May 6th at the latest. Once you RSVP we will give you more key information like exactly where and when we are meeting.

Open Conversation Hours—Food Court at Church Street Mall
Thursday afternoons office hours are held at the food court in the Church Street mall from 3:30 5:30 p.m. - drop in or drop me a line to let me know you're coming
down! 802-881-3768 Text me at rachelstampul@gmail.com if you're
wondering where I am or if my time is available!! 802-881-3768
Peace,
Rachel
A Message from Kathe Bruno, Sunday School Superintendent
We should be very proud of our Sunday school.
students. They have been taking to heart the belief
that they have a responsibility for the beauty of
our worship. Those who heard them play Holy,
Holy, Holy at the 10 am worship on Easter day
saw the love and dedication the students, parents,
and their leaders, Cathy Gottschalk and Denise
Puisto, have given the Junior Chimes. Many
thanks to everyone who serves as “God’s hands”
Kathe Bruno
Sunday School in our music ministry!
Superintendent
Our class has been discussing how we communicate with God, and how God communicates with us. Older people,
like me, may remember these as The Means of Grace: Baptism,
Holy Communion, Scripture, and Prayer. The class has added music
and art as means of prayer. You may have noticed some of our
young people singing their favorite hymns very nicely. They enjoy
drawing and painting, too. Several weeks ago, on a particularly fine
day, they drew Lenten crosses on the sidewalk with chalk. Rosie,
with a little help from the twins, made a lovely Luther Rose.
We had such a wonderful time with Mousa and Kris, we are looking
for other people to share music and art and traditions with us. If
you’d like to help or have an idea, call or text me at 802-598-9839.

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

How do you express your love for God?
The Palm Sunday Pretzel Making was a big success. It was so much
fun to watch what pleasure our participants got out of working together. I don’t know how many we made, but we had exactly
enough for coffee hour. An enormous Thank You to everyone who
made dough, rolled dough, twisted dough, salted and sugared dough,
baked dough, and ate our fantastic pretzels!
Thank you to Cathy Gottschalk and Jo White for filling in for me in
April. The kids enjoyed having different teachers and learning from
other points of view.
If anyone knows what I did with the colored bells, please let me
know. Thanks.
Kate
kathe75@aol.com

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

Mud Month Meeting Minutes, March 23, 2013
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Mud Month Meeting Minutes, March 23, 2013
9:30 to 11:00
Background:
LRPC presented a simple model in Jun'12, which described the state of ALC at that time. The data showed that ALC had experienced a decline in worship attendance, pledges made, and actual donations received over a series of years.
The next step in this model was to "unfreeze" from what we had been doing to examine what could/should be done to revitalize ALC and, if
necessary, to redirect our ministry. This stage was initially characterized by a collection of work groups, each focused on a aspect of our ministry that was deemed important to the nature of ALC as determined in the series of zone meetings held in the Summer of 2012. We are still
in this middle, "unfreeze" state of our process, but have a better idea of what our "desired state" is going to be.
Today's work session is intended to focus on the information provided by the work groups and to brainstorm activities that need to be initiated
to move us further towards our "desired state".
Task Team 1 - Building our Bonds
Some actions have already been taken to strengthen bonds between those in the existing ALC community, including going to one worship
service. This group felt there was a need to improve the fellowship that existed within the family of ALC and to create/implement a repeatable, reliable process for attracting and assimilating new members to ALC. We also needed to improve the relationship between ALC and
ACC.
We had a short status report from Congregational President, Steve Snook on the status of the relationship between ALC and ACC. High
points of this overview included:
We had a 3 year lease with ACC that expired in Dec'12. We have not yet been able to negotiate a new lease that is satisfactory to both entities.
We hope to complete negotiations of a 1 year lease, which would give both groups some time to assess what the direction should be in 2014
and beyond.
The current pinch-point in the negotiations is focused on office space for ACC. They cannot use the damp/often-flooded basement, which is
where their office had been until part way through 2012. Current focus is on the ALC library room, using a divider to separate their office
space from any space that ALC might use.
ALC needs the revenue that is created by having a tenant in that space. We have two options (at present):
We find a way to sort through our problems with the current tenant, ACC
We find a new tenant who can use that space more or less as it is now.
There is a consideration (only at conversational level at present) of expanding the existing space, which would allow ACC to operate on a
better financial footing.
Task Team 2 – Who do we serve in our Community?
Areas of focus for this TT were grouped into:
1. Elderly,
The
perfect outcome—now
the mustard?
2.
Youth/family/students,
3. where’s
Environment,
4. Poverty (of both means and spirit)
The question asked during the 3/23 breakout sessions was "What is the potential for an ALC ministry in each of these areas?"
Group 1: Bonds through Fellowship
Group 2: Assimilating Youth and New Members
Group 3: What is God calling us to do in the Environment?
Group 4: What is God calling us to do for those in Poverty of spirit and means?
Group 5: What is God calling us to do for Children, Family and Youth?
Group 6: What is God calling us to do for the Elderly?
Task Team 3 - Communications
This group has already initiated concrete actions to address communications within the family of ALC and towards the external community.
Examples of these actions that have already been implemented include: New Website including a members-only area, new weekly eNews
format, update of our Facebook location, and putting ALC onto Twitter.
Proof of the effectiveness of these changes include ease of access to the pretzel dough recipe to be used by the children on Palm Sunday and
nearly 4000 hits on a cartoon that Kellie posted onto our Website.
It was decided that we didn't need to do any brainstorming on this group's activities in the 3/23 session because of the progress that they've
already made.

Continued on p. 6
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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The results of each brainstorming session are included at the end of this document. Generally each is a list of things to be explored for our
ministry.
After the brainstorming sessions, each participant was given 3 stars and asked to place one star on each of their top 3 priorities of the areas
we brainstormed. The results are on the last page of this document.
Before leaving, participants were given an assignment called “Walk in the Woods.” The instructions are to take the specific questions on the
paper and walk through our woods and think about future use. Each person should turn his or her results in to Bill Valliere directly or
through the church office. Care for Creation will use the results in their planning. The congregation will be invited to do this walk as well,
by April 30th. (Walk Questions are on a table in the fellowship hall.)
Group 1: Bonds through Fellowship
Create a committee to focus on/provide fellowship activities within ALC
Reinstitute Zone Meetings, including some that have a clear objective/assignment for the participants
Create a process for "non-committal activities...i.e., project-specific tasks that folks could sign up to participate in, but which had a clear
start/end time.
Provide for a low level of commitment that is natural, organic, and less intimidating as a contrast to today's almost-lifetime responsibility for
any committee that one joins.
Arrange a specific brainstorming meeting to determine what sort of groups/activities would be desirable/appropriate for the community of
ALC
For example, we might establish support groups based on specific interests and plan social events for these sub-groups
People can volunteer to lead one event and that is all.
Form group with younger couples/singles/young families
informal planning meeting
everyone plans 1 event for that year
100% social events, no obligations
Variety
New members, sponsors, events
Use technology to spread the word, advertise
Make it ok to get together in small groups and not include everyone in every activity every time.
Update new member handbook
Confirmands – engage and/or mentors
Redundancy in new membership communication. Use Bulletin board with bio’s and pictures
Core group to contact visiting families
Group 2: Assimilating Youth and New Members
Get them involved; new member sessions (What activities? How to get involved?); sponsor families/mentoring; update new member handbook; confirmands (engage and/or mentors); redundancy in new membership communication (use bulletin board with bios and pictures);
core group to contact visiting families
Group 3: What is God calling us to do in the Environment?
Become voice for changing our lives to sustainable path in our lives and congregation
Lectures for public and movies; Use of woods for education; Development of Trail; Use of woods for spiritual center; Nurturing connection
between secular lives, spiritual lives and environment; Make our church example of sustainable practice; Give church reputation for care for
creation; Connect with youth; Be open and careful with language to avoid exclusive language; The more we can be multiuse and open, the
more we will attract new members and community; Help each member to transform personal lives; Community – Which linkages?
Schools: City of South Burlington, All higher Ed, State of VT, Greater Burlington, Childcare, Enjoy the environment
Continued on p. 7
ANNUAL SPRING CLEANUP DAY—Saturday, May 11th starting at 9:00 a.m.
Come when you can, stay as long as you are able. Sign up sheets at both doors.
We will be addressing various cleaning possibilities both inside and out (e.g. windows, kitchen, yard work and basement).
Coffee and goodies and lunch will be provided.
Come join the fun and fellowship! Many hands make light work!

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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Group 4: What is God calling us to do for those in Poverty of spirit and means?
Hotels. Shelburne Road – leave contacts for JUMP and ALC
Plan movies and events to draw and address community and global needs so people bring questions and concerns
Learn the need of people in South Burlington. Understand their demographics and needs more accurately and fully. This includes Shelburne and other communities
Who is serving correction facility needs?
Orchard Elementary School opportunity and needs of children and families?
Understanding our role relative to health, emotional, spiritual and poverty around us.
What do we bring to the situation Learning and open minds? Join Interfaith Action
Group 5: What is God calling us to do for Children, Family and Youth?
RESOLVE CHILDCARE (ACC)?, Sunday school classrooms for ALC, Consider church shoppers, Christian Ed Curriculum, Building
and maintaining relationship with RIPPLE
Meeting need in south Burlington for mentoring and after-school tutoring (Orchard school and South Burlington Parks and Rec and
VT State may have dollars for mentoring and environmental ed.)
Strengthen relation with schools. Making religion real. Jesus in the world.
Don’t exclude people for religious reasons
Daycare is very important to community without religions
After school programs very much in demand. Real Huge need.
Library is used for Sunday School, but maybe we can give them(?) library and free up/use other space for ALC
Use our “Church in the Woods” space more intensively. Positive cash flow, but more important is meeting community/our need
We have unique situation. No mortgage but need childcare money for our budget
What does childcare cost us. Previous study showed us subsidizing them $2500 per month rent
Follow the model of the visiting high school choir from New Jersey…develop a music program to make up for lack of such in the
schools. Children’s choir for the community/other local churches.
Group 6: What is God calling us to do for the Elderly?
Find a way to minister to the homelessness and poverty of the elderly in our community.
Define a process to connect with the elderly within the ALC family. For example,
How do we identify when someone has not been attending service for a few weeks?
How do we determine when someone has become infirm and is in need of our support and prayers?
How do we provide support to shut-ins and the infirm? (e.g., delivery of flowers from a Sunday service + a visit)
Should we create a group whose role it is to identify shut-ins and the infirm within the ALC family and to provide visitation?
We need the mechanisms to identify who needs visits, cards, and prayers
Pick a shut in each week. Pray for that person and send a card letting them know we prayed for them.
Create a support groups for the elderly/aging.
What can/should we do to better support our elderly neighbors in the community?
For example, create a group that overtly connects young to old to achieve intergenerational learning/teaching
Create a "Pairs and spares" social group
Adopt a grandchild/be a grandparent mentor
At the end of the session, each of the 23 participants was given 3 stars and asked to place one star on each of their top 3 priorities of the
areas we brainstormed. The results of the placement of the 69 stars are as follows:
19 stars Group 5: What is God calling us to do for Children, Family and Youth?
19 stars Group 2: Assimilating Youth and New Members
9 stars Group 1: Bonds through Fellowship
8 stars Group 3: What is God calling us to do in the Environment?
7 stars Group 4: What is God calling us to do for those in Poverty of spirit and means?
7 stars Group 6: What is God calling us to do for the Elderly?

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** *
Parishioners in Worship and Giving in March/April
Date

Service

Adults

Children

Totals

Giving Amounts

31-Mar

Easter Sunday

141

24

165

$6581

7-Apr
14-Apr
21-Apr

2nd Sun of Easter

57
38
40

6
1
2

63
39
42

$2282
$1181
$1187

3rd Sun of Easter
4th Sun of Easter

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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May 5
10:00 a.m.
Contemporary/
Family Worship
Holy Communion

May 12
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

May 19
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

May 26
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Celebrant

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. John Lemkul

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Altar Guild

Jean Fahrenbach

Antje Mann

Kris and Mousa Ishaq

Suzanne Furst

Communion
Assistant

Bob Furst

Julie Valliere

Matt Henson

Marcia Gustafson

Lectors

John Antos

Lucy Beck

Doug Dreibelbis

Marcia Gustafson

Denise Puisto

Charles Child

Charles Child

Charles Child

Cheryl Couillard

Jo White

Kay and John Antos
Marilyn Johnson

Greta Krag, Harriet Richards,
Jake Hansen

Liturgical
Assistants
Organist
Coffee Hosts
Greeters

Karen and Red Martin

Ushers

Team 3: Sharon and Laura Sturm, Doug Dreibelbis

Suzanne Furst and
Marcia Gustafson

Letter of thanks

Celebrations
May 1
May 4
May 6
May 7
May 9
May 12
May 13
May 16

May 17
May 21
May 22
May 23

Birthdays
Mary Hondal
Morgan Dreibelbis
Aida Qubrosi
Ben Harrison
Sarah Gottschalk
Debbie Grimm
Claire Anderson
Sophie Madden
Patricia Munger
Julia Hondal
Dave Grimm
Kelli Magnier
Johanna White
Janice Tilley
Jesse Wilhite
Elizabeth Hill
Maria Angolano
Harriet Richards
Myriam Huener

May 31
May 1
May 4
May 9
May 10
May 12
May 14
May 15
May 17
May 21
May 25

May 26
May 29
May 30
May 31

Paul Farrar, Sr.
Baptismal Anniversaries
Matt Henson
Jean Bair
Johanna White
Sophie Madden
Rebekka Bruno
Ryan Brackett
Noah Brackett
Amanda Lombardi
Jolane Churchill
Rebekka Bruno
Timothy Kemp
Suzanne Furst
Kate Peake
Amy Kimball
Emily Dreibelbis
Robert Wilhite
Alanna Churchill
Benjamin Peake

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

May 25
May 28

Wedding Anniversaries
Mark & Janet Schroeter
Thomas & Katherine Bruno

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

26

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

27

Deadline to submit
articles for the June
Church Mouse.

29
6:00 p.m. Contemporary
7:00 p.m. Bells

6:30 p.m. Ripple
Leaders
7:00 p.m. Care for
Creation

6:00 p.m. Choir
7:00 p.m. Bells

22

3:00 p.m. Bishop
Hazelwood at Ascension
6:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. Contemporary

15

28

5:00 Ripple Current
5:30 p.m. Confirmation
Bible Class
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00 p.m. Immersion

21

20

14

19

13

12

8

6:00 p.m. Contemporary
7:00 p.m. Bell Choir

1

Wednesday

5:00 p.m. Ripple Current 6:00 p.m. Choir
5:30 p.m. Confirmation 7:00 p.m. Bells
Bible Class
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00 p.m. Immersion
6:30 p.m. Worship and
Music

6:00 p.m. Property
6:30 p.m. Ripple
Leaders

5:00 p.m. Mutual
Ministry
7:00 p.m. Council

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion with
Contemporary Praise
11:30—2:00 p.m. Children, Youth and
Family Ministry Retreat
1:00 p.m. COTS Walk,-Battery Park

7

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

6

Monday

5

Sunday

30

23

16

9

2

2013 May 2013

Thursday

Meals on Wheels

31

24

17

Meals on Wheels

Pr. Nancy at Festival of
Homiletics—to the 16th

10

6:00—9:00 p.m. Emergency
Shelter Banquet

3

Friday

25

8:30—2:30 p.m. Doing
What Matters, Rutland

18

9:00 a.m.—Spring Clean
Up Day at Ascension
Jiggety Jog—Allen Brook
School, Williston

11

4

Saturday

May Calendar
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