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Dear Friends,
“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks the disciples
[Matt. 16:15]. That is a very important question for all
of us that we try to answer through our lives.

Pr. Nancy Wright
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Ascension’s Vision
Ascension Lutheran
Church celebrates faith
and trusts in God’s grace
and salvation through
Jesus Christ.
Our Mission
We worship in word and
sacrament, care for
God’s creation, serve
people in need, and
respect differences.

Martin Luther said that the heart of the Gospel is
understanding that Jesus is pro me (for me). By this
I understand Luther to mean that knowing Jesus
Christ is my salvation, my health, my core identity,
and my authenticity, and we need to grasp a hold of
this awareness/reality (which is the same as faith).

(“In him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible…in him all things hold
together.”). These understandings of Jesus Christ as
cosmically present reveal the eternal love of God is in
each part of creation. This is a sacramental vision, of
which we need more today!

Christ Crucified: Jesus Christ crucified shows us and
the world the extent to which God’s sacrificial, selfemptying love is incarnate in this world. That God in
Jesus suffers, and gives totally for the life of the world,
There have been many beautiful understandings of Jesus is the foundation for a Christian of sacrificial love.
through the ages. His wisdom is inexhaustible! And we St. Paul captured the paradox of the cross: “We preach
have combinations of these understandings in our own
Christ crucified, the power of God and the wisdom of
picture of Jesus.
God” (1 Cor. 1:23-24). The cross represents God’s
victorious power, because in the resurrection of Jesus
Scholar Jaroslav Pelikan, in his beautiful book Jesus
from the cross, God’s power over all evil was manifest.
through the Centuries: His Place in the History of
But the cross is God’s wisdom: “the very shape of the
Culture (Yale, 1985), begins the book: “Regardless of
cross symbolized its comprehension of all the ways of
what anyone may personally think or believe about him, God, the vertical and the horizontal bars representing
Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the
the height and the breadth of the universe, and their
history of Western culture for almost twenty centuries
point of convergence where the head of Christ was laid
[p. 1].” Here are several images (of eighteen)…
representing the unification and ultimate harmony of all
in Christ crucified.” (p. 105)
Rabbi: “It seems safe to say that it was as a rabbi that
Jesus was known and addressed by his immediate
The Bridegroom of the Soul: This mystical underfollowers and by others.” (p. 11). Rabbis taught through standing of Christ as our bridegroom is based on the
question and answer, as did Jesus. In many of the stories sensual book in the Hebrew scriptures, The Song of
in the Bible, when Jesus is addressed, his name is Rabbi Songs. Martin Luther spoke about Christ as the soul’s
(I think especially of the very moving Resurrection story bridegroom. We find it also in John’s Gospel: “Abide in
in John 20:11-18; when Mary recognizes Jesus after
me, and I in you” (John 15:4). In the Middle Ages, many
weeping in grief. Jesus said to her “Mary!” She turned
saints experienced a marriage with Christ (Theresa of
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”, which means Avila, Julian of Norwich). Did you ever sing this hymn:
teacher.)
“I come to the garden alone,/While the dew is still on
the roses./And the voice I hear,/Falling on my ear,/ The
The Cosmic Christ. Incredibly, soon after his death
Son of God discloses./And he walks with me and He
and resurrection, a very early hymn was sung to Jesus
talks with me,/And He tells me I am His own./and the
(Philippians 2:5-11), which states that Jesus (though
joys we share, as we tarry there,/None other has ever
equal to God) became a slave and that “at the name of
known.” If you are moved by that hymn, you are a
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
Christ-mystic!
and under the earth.”) Other poetic evocations of the
Cosmic Christ are the famous Prologue to John’s Gospel
(“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God….All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being.” (John 1:1, 3). And in Colossians:
(More to come in the next issue of the Mouse.)
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Report from Council President, Steve Snook
Ascension Lutheran Church enters the month of November
facing a change as noteworthy as the change in the season:
November is the month when Ascension Child Care will
leave us for its new premises nearby on Shelburne Road.
Their growth into an operation that outgrew the space we
had available is a success story we are rightfully proud of.
But it presents a change that poses a challenge in the
form of a revenue stream that will be lost. Council and the
Finance Committee and the Long Range Planning Committee have been working very hard to meet this challenge.
There are five actions underway.

The fourth action is to revisit our Vision and our Mission.
The last time the congregation underwent this exercise was
before my family joined ALC in 2009. Early in the New Year
the LRPC will work with Council to revisit our Vision and
Mission and potentially to develop new ones. The refreshed
Vision and Mission framed by the parameters from the survey
and combined with the expressions of interest we look forward to receiving will help us craft one or more options for a
new use of our space that we will present to the congregation
for their approval. Our hope is to have our space occupied no
later than July 1, and perhaps well before then.

The first action is to adjust the budget accordingly.
The details of the proposed 2014 budget will be presented,
discussed and voted on at the annual meeting on November
17, but for now the congregation should know that the
Finance Committee has scrubbed the budget and reduced
expenditures as possible.

Which brings me to the fifth and final action. We have to get
the space ready for new occupants, once Ascension Child
Care has vacated the premises. Led by the Care for Creation
Committee, Council is taking steps to repair the insulation.
This work involves fiberglass and could not be done while
Child Care was in operation. The job is slated to be completed
by late in 2013 or early in 2014.

The second action underway is to find a new user for
our space. The Long Range Planning Committee conducted
a survey of the congregation about uses of the space and
presented the results to the congregation on October 6. We
now know that while the congregation wants the space to
generate revenue, it does not want the space used simply
for that reason. This rules out, for example, renting the
space for use as a dentist’s office. The congregation wants
the space used for something that is part of our mission, and
the congregation wants to have substantial involvement in
whatever use the space is put to. These parameters are
helping the LRPC to develop a path forward.
Which brings me to the third action underway: managing the
transition. Already Council and LRPC are making initial
inquiries on an informal basis about potential uses for the
space. Our inquiries have generated strong expressions of
interest. The LRPC is currently developing a proposed interim
use policy for the space, and will advise Council on issuance
of a request for information to receive formal ideas as options
for what the space might be used for.

As we enter this season of change, I ask your special prayers
and blessings for the work of the many parishioners who are
helping ALC move forward.

Steve Snook

ANNUAL MEETING
AND
POT LUCK LUNCHEON

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER
17th
following the 10:00 a.m.
worship service

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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Question 1
Do you believe that our congregation’s physical space (our building
and grounds) is an integral part of our congregation’s mission in
the community?
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BUILDING USE SURVEY RESULTS (CONTINUED)

Number
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Option

1

Lease of space to an outside entity with no use by the congregation (ex: dentist)

2

Lease of space to an outside entity with shared use by the congregation on Sunday (ex: ACC)

3

Lease of space to an outside entity with shared use by the congregation anytime (ex: Social Club)

4

Lease of space to another faith based organization when not in use by the church (Including Sunday) (ex: soup kitchen)

5

Lease of space to another faith based organization when not in use by the church (Excluding Sunday)

6

Provide a mission that the congregation operates directly

7

Provide a mission that the congregation helps operate with a partner (ex: Good News Garage)

8

Rent space to an outside entity on temporary or ad hoc basis

9

Leave the space vacant for use only by our congregation

Budget, Finances and Member Participation
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Summary Statement of Operations—Month Ended September 2013—submitted by Treasurer, France

Description

Actual

All amounts are in Dollars
Variance
Budget
Favorable
2013

2013 (Unfav.)

Revenue
Contributions received

101,451

111,056

(9,605)

15,662

21,304

(5,642)

117,113

132,360

(15,247)

Pastoral Services

67,228

64,824

(2,404)

Administration

21,583

19,416

(2,167)

6,646

7,896

1,250

Children, Youth & Family

522

512

Benevolence and Outreach

8,833

11,520

2,687

Youth Program

8,514

8,682

168

Church Property

18,174

18,464

290

1,720

2,192

472

TOTAL EXPENSES

133,220

133,506

286

NET OPERATING GAIN (LOSS)

(16,107)

(1,146)

Childcare rental receipts
TOTAL REVENUE
Expenses

Worship & Music

Insurance

(10)

(14,961)

Parishioners in Worship — Report from Walter Grant

ALC Sunday Attendance
Continuing our discussions of ALC attendance, data is now available for the fourth 10-week period of the current year
as follows:
Period

210

2011

2012

2013

1

79

75

62

72

2

97
68

84
61

75
57

72
64

78
92

62
87

59
76

61

3
4
5

The numerical data

The trend shows a marginal but consistent increase of
attendance this year as compared to 2012. To view this
graph in color for a clear understanding of the these
trends, visit the website or refer to your e-version.

REPORT FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
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A big THANK YOU to every member of the ALC family for making this year’s pledge
campaign so successful. It’s heartwarming to know that the concept of “loving our
neighbors as ourselves” is taken seriously at Ascension. “God’s Work, Our Hands”
is clearly in action.
May we be as big a blessing to others as God has blessed us.
The Stewardship Committee,
Pr. Nancy, Joe Oppenlander and Jake Hansen
As a follow-up to this year's Stewardship Campaign, the number of giving units offering financial
pledges for 2014 stands at 48 (The number of pledges offered for 2013 was 40), and 23 of the 48
giving units increased their collective pledge over that for 2013 by $8,176. The total amount
pledged, by all giving units combined, increased from $134,972 in 2013 to $151,384 for 2014.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION: BIBLE STUDY AND BOOK GROUP
The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study has been reading the book of Luke this fall and invites everyone
in the congregation to join us in a "virtual class" by following along with our reading schedule and participating as possible. Participation may be that you do the weekly readings and privately meditate on one or
several passages that are meaningful for you, by your self or with your family. It may mean that you read
and attend the Adult Class on the Sundays that you are able. However you choose, we hope that you can
share in this intent to grow our collective mindfulness of what the Holy Spirit is revealing to us in the Book
of Luke. The study will end before Advent so this in effect will be preparing us for a significant time in our
congregational life.

A GROUP FROM THE SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY HAVE BEGUN READING, THE RIGHTEOUS MIND:
WHY GOOD PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED BY POLITICS AND RELIGION, BY JONATHAN HAIDT A SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGIST. In his book he challenges conventional thinking about morality, politics, and religion in a way that
speaks to everyone on the political spectrum. Drawing on his twenty-five years of groundbreaking research
on moral psychology, he shows how moral judgments arise not from reason but from gut feelings. He shows
why liberals, conservatives, and libertarians have such different intuitions about right and wrong, he shows
why each side is actually right about many of its central concerns. Haidt gives you the key to understanding
the miracle of human cooperation, as well as the curse of our eternal divisions and conflict.

MISSION ACTIVITIES IN NOVEMBER
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Mission note from Marcia Gustafson
Can you believe that the holidays are upon us?
Thanksgiving is a time of plenty for many of us but we cannot forget those less blessed in our country and around the world.
Thank you to all who participated in Bread for the World letter writing in October with special thanks to Gail and Richard Butz
who coordinated the letter-writing campaign. There are two Meals on Wheels deliveries in November that continue our
ongoing mission to help those in our area who need daily assistance for food. On November 2, the JUMP supper offers us a
scrumptious
meal, and at the same time, supports a ministry that provides food to fill the gap for many local families when
Rachel Stampul,
other
food
security
programs run out. Also, watch for an opportunity to give to the ELCA Hunger Appeal that provides food
Pastor for
Youth
and
Young Adults
assistance
globally.
Christmas is a time of giving. Ascension will again host an alternative giving fair…watch for details. And then there is the long
tradition at Ascension of the “Giving Tree.” Leah and Molly Burke will coordinate this chance for you to help a family (or
families) in need of gifts to make their Christmas as festive as ours are.
Thank you for your continuing generosity in making these ministries a hallmark of Ascension’s commitment to our community!

2013 JUMP Holiday Fundraising Projects
There are great products available now at JUMP for sale to help raise money until the end of the year for the services JUMP provides to the community. Promote these products at upcoming Bazaars, Holiday Fairs and Fellowship Times. Complete your own holiday gift list with these wonderful items.
Friendship Soup
Jars of soup mix are available to sell. They are a very practical, nutritional gift. Encourage your fellow Faith Community members and
friends to buy them for neighbors, teachers, mail carriers, bowling team, hairdressers, pastors, mechanic, etc. Jars are $10.00 each. You
can pick them up at JUMP or contact me for delivery arrangements. Posters are available as well.

Note Cards
We have beautiful new note cards to sell again this year. Todd Van Allen, an artist form Essex Junction has designed another set of
cards for JUMP. 8 cards/packet. Each packet is $10.00

Assorted Holiday Cards
We have a large assortment of Holiday cards from the past 5 years and a new snowman set. Pick out your favorites for
yourself or to sell. 8 cards/packet. Each packet is $10.00
Alternative Giving Cards
This is a great and unique gift for the person who has everything or just too much. One takes an alternative giving card, makes a donation to JUMP in the name of the person receiving the card and gives the card to this person. One receives the joy of giving two gifts at ne
time and helps JUMP provide help to other people in the community. If donors ask, you might suggest a $20.00 minimum, but there is no
set dollar amount.

BETH DREIBELBIS WILL BE SELLING JUMP ITEMS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER AFTER CHURCH EACH SUNDAY.
If you are interested in the various ways to raise funds for JUMP, please speak with Beth or contact Margaret Welch at 862-2428 or
tapwelch@aol.com

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

MISSION (continued) and CARE FOR CREATION

Page 8

ONCE AGAIN, THE MISSION COMMITTEE WILL BE HAVING AN ALTERNATIVE GIFT-GIVING
FAIR. During the month of November you will have an opportunity to order Christmas ornaments from the
Diyar Art Center in Palestine. The center is dedicated to preserving the Palestinian heritage, conserving their
traditions, and protecting cultural identification by motivating the artisans to think creatively and develop their
own designing ability in a way that uses the cultural resources in Palestine.
FIVE WOMEN WITNESS: TWO WEEKS IN PALESTINE/ISRAEL, A LECTURE AND SLIDE PRESENTATION OFFERING INSIGHT BY
PROVIDING POLITICAL CONTEXT AND PERSONAL STORIES. The Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross (SCHC) is a religious
community of 800 Anglican Women. Five New England members of SCHC Outreach Committee spent two weeks in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem on a Witness Visit sponsored by Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, East Jerusalem. Come to hear
them talk and ask your questions about what they saw and experienced—the facts on the ground. Saturday, November 9th, 6-8 p.m.,
(reception with appetizers before talk.) and Sunday, November 10th,
8 a.m..10a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (forum) at the First Congregational United Church of Christ, 38 S. Winooski. (Ascension Lutheran
Church is one of the co-sponsors of this event.)

WE ARE O N E
Please join Bill Valliere for a ONE Campaign event at noon on Sunday, November 10th following worship.
We will write letters to Congress, learn up to date techniques for campaigning with Social Media, plan a 10th
Anniversary Kickoff event for January and of course, have a bit of fun. Food and prizes will be provided.
Bring a friend.
Coming together over 9 days in November, ONE members from all over the country will mobilize their local
communities to defend life-changing programs that battle extreme poverty and preventable disease. Programs
that provide vaccines, life-saving medicine, assistance to farmers and boost opportunities in Africa are under
threat in Congress unless ONE members make their voices heard. In the lead up to World AIDS Day, we
want to let our elected officials know that we have made great strides, but there is more work to be done. We
will stand united to end AIDS and other preventable disease and to end extreme poverty by 2030!

CARE FOR CREATION NOTE FROM SAM SWANSON
What do we mean by "sustainability"? Here is one way to look at sustainability. Sustainability is the effort to live in
such a way that Earth will be passed on to the next generations in ways that will enable stable and positive life-patterns to
endure. Sustainability is a complex issue. Nevertheless, speaking generally, it can be seen in simple terms.
Sustainable living has often been compared to a three-legged stool. We would add a fourth leg in order to give the stool
even more stability. In every action and project you undertake, ask yourself: What can we do and how can we do it so as
to promote 1) ecological sustainability (Is it earth-friendly?); 2) economic sustainability (Does it support a just and
equitably sharing of life’s resources); 3) social sustainability (Does it create and strengthen community?); and 4) spiritual
sustainability (Does it deepen our faith relationships with and commitments to Earth?). These considerations will not only
promote sustainability; they will also enable your efforts to have the greatest impact.
source: Web of Creation - http://www.webofcreation.org/archive-of-resources/584-learn-about-sustainability

Let me know if you have any questions about this,

Sam

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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Vermont Interfaith Power and Light
2013 Conference
Facing Climate Chaos with Hope and Action:
Empowering People of Faith and Spirit

Saturday, November 16, 2013
10 am - 4:30 pm; check-in begins at 9:30 am
First Congregational Church
38 South Winooski Avenue, Burlington
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Stephanie Kaza,
Director, UVM Environmental Studies Program
Optional pre-conference workshop with Middlebury College's
Marc Lapin: The Work That Reconnects: Practices of
Hope and Renewal from 9 - 9:45 am.
Workshops include: Sustainable Energy Choices; Greening Liturgy;
Cultivating Congregational Green Teams;
and Advocating for Climate Justice.
(Participants choose two of four workshops.)
The conference features a dozen sponsors with displays
and information; music (a cappella songs from members

of Social Band); catered lunch and more!

Must register in advance: registration deadline: Nov. 7
Registration form on the website: www.vtipl.org

VT Interfaith Power and Light
P.O. Box 209
Richmond, VT 05477
info@vtipl.org 802-434-3397 www.vtipl.org

The regular fee for registering has been extended (cancelling the higher rate for
registering after Oct. 31). If you haven't done so yet, we hope you will sign up now!

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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Best of the Wurst:
Octoberfest 2013

JUMP Volunteers and Staff—“Celebrating 25 Years of Creating Caring Communities”

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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Get up
close
to see and
touch the
beautiful
new music
cabinet
in the
Sanctuary
made
by master
craftsman,
Gary Pittman.
One of the
many
fine projects
he has made
for
Ascension.

The Good News Garage:
What began at Ascension continues to grow
and
serve the community.

Jo White
and
Charlie Cutting
planting
the
Japanese Maple
given to honor
Rachel Stampul
which she,
in turn,
asked to
have planted
at Ascension.
Check out
its gorgeous
color and
note
how it
balances
its twin
to the left
of the entrance
walkway.

Worship Participants for the Month of November
November 3
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion
With Contemporary Praise

November 10
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

November 17
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

All Saints

November 24
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Christ the King

Celebrant/

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Altar Guild

Suzanne Furst

Mousa and Kris Ishaq

Lucy Beck

Kathe Bruno

Communion
Assistant

Bob Furst

Julie Valliere

Barbara Sponem

Marcia Gustafson

Lectors

Sharon Sturm

Beth Dreibelbis

Amy Harrison

Marcia Gustafson

Organist

Denise Puisto

Charles Child

Charles Child

Charles Child

Coffee Hosts

Pittman and M. Johnson

Couillard

Greeters

Karen and Red Martin

Kay and John Antos
Marilyn Johnson

Greta Krag, Harriet Richards,
Jake Hansen

Suzanne Furst and
Marcia Gustafson

Ushers

Richard Butz, Jake Hansen,

Marcia Gustafson, Doug Dreibelbis

Jim Wilhite, Paul Lombardi

Sharon Sturm,Tom Bruno,
Harriet Richards

November Celebrations
Birthdays
Nov 1

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

3
6
7
8
10

Nov 12
Nov 15

Nov 16
Nov 18
Nov 27

Russell Agne
Robert Bergesen
Kelli Tylenda
Denise Puisto
Hannah Puisto
Francis Gonyaw
Kathy Banks
Leila Kiernan
Jonas Western
David Burke
Mary Grimm
Cheryl Heppner
Malin Hillemann
Elias Carter
Erina Blondin
Charles Cutting

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

6
7
12
17
18
21
22
27
28

Anniversaries
Nov 5
Nov 8
Nov17

Baptisms
Nov 1
Nov 3

Susan Norton
Susan Agne
Alexandra Gitzes
Katharine Gonyaw
Jacob Hansen
Daryll Kemp
Joseph Oppenlander
Susan Williford
Elias Carter
Lauren Dreibelbis
Frederick Neu

Nov 26
Nov 29

Philip Hampson
Anneliese Koenig

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Debbie Grimm
Dave Grimm
France LeBlanc &
Jacob Hansen
Valerie Rittershausen
Paul Rittershausen
Lillian Johnson
Andre Sturm &
Sharon Sturm

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

18

5:30 C,Y,F
Ripple
6:00 p.m. Long Range 5:00 Currrent
Planning
6:30 Shared Meal
7:00 Immersion

25

7:00 Council

17

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Holy Communion
Pot Luck Lunch
Annual Meeting

24

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Holy Communion
Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service

27

6:00 Choir
7:00 Bells

20

6:00 Cont’porary
7:00 Bells

7:00 Care of Creation 6:00 Cont’porary
7:00 Bells

26

19

6:30-8:30 pm
Ripple
Leadership

6:00 p.m. Property

7:00 Council

9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Holy Communion
One Campaign Event

13

6:00 Choir
7:00 Bells

Ripple
5:00 Currrent
6:30 Shared Meal
7:00 Immersion

12

6

Wednesday

5

Tuesday

11

4

Monday

10

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Worship Team

3

Sunday

Thanksgiving

28

21

8:00 a.m. Burlington
Ministerial Assoc.
7:00 Finance

14

6:30 Worship &
Music

7

Thursday

November 2013

29

22

15

8

Friday

30

23

9:00 a.m.-4:30 pm.
VT Interfaith Power
&Light Conference

16

9

Saturday
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