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Pr. Nancy   Wright 

Dear Friends,  

The second course in the Doctorate of Ministry program at Boston University School of Theology, which 

has as its focus Transformational Leadership, is “Radical Spirituality.” We have read and discussed (on 

line) Luther’s radical insistence that each person has a relationship with God. But other reformers felt he 

didn’t go far enough in questioning the power and role of clergy or of the state. As I see it, the deepest 

question was one of authority. With the Anabaptists (who led to Baptists, Congregationalists), the 

Diggers, and the Quakers, a true lay spirituality and understanding of personal authority developed. 

Luther’s views were taken one step further: each person could not only read scripture but also receive 

direct revelation from God. And the Quakers believed that women could preach. 

This is a fascinating history, with many of these deeply religious leaders suffering for their views or 

becoming martyrs. In the past five hundred years, Protestantism has wrestled with very large issues: 

how to follow Jesus and also be obedient to the state; the role or clergy and laity; can women preach; 

how important is ritual versus a silent waiting upon God (Quakerism); how do people of faith speak out 

on issues of the day, such as slavery and war? 

The question for Lutherans is how do the church and the world interact? 

Lutheran Theologian Mark Allan Powell gave a helpful description of where various Christian groups 

stand on this question and where we may locate ourselves as Lutherans.  

These six possible positions are:  

Defection—Christ is active in the church but not in the world. Examples are the Amish, monasteries, 

convents; Lutheranism rejects this. 

 Assimilation—Christ is active in the world in a way that might include the work of an ‘invisible church’ 

subsumed within society but that minimizes any distinctive role for the church as an institution. 

Examples are the Boy Scouts, Red Cross, “spiritual but not religious” folks; Lutheranism rejects this. 

Imposition—Christ can be located profoundly and distinctively in both the church and the world, but the 

action of Christ in and through the church is on a higher scale, which grants the church a mandate for 

unilateral action. (The church reforms the word, but the world does not reform the church.) Examples 

are the Religious Right, Christian Coalition, and Christians who oppose the teaching of evolution based 

on literal biblical interpretation. This is the most prominent Christian view, but it is not Lutheran 

Reciprocal Engagement—Christ is active in both the church and the world, which remain in dialogical 

relationship with each other, which allows for mutual support and correction. Much of what is termed 

“secular” is pleasing to Christ and much of what is called “Christian” is not. Examples are church 

movements toward racial or gender equality that follow analogous movements within the secular 

sphere. But this view can lead to passivity when the church decides that work for social transformation 
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is a secular concern to be entrusted to non-ecclesiastical agencies. This is not ELCA Lutheran. 

Privileged Engagement—Christ is active in both the church and the world; but the action of Christ in and through the 

church is perceived as operating on a higher scale than that which is discernible in the world at large. (The value of 

revelation and the distinctive contributions of the church are real, but the church itself is a human institution that 

possesses a limited perspective and remains susceptible to the abuses of power.) This is the stance of the ELCA! 

Subversion—the activity of Christ in and through the church is primary, but the church can only fulfill this mandate when 

it rejects power and remains socially inferior to all worldly institutions. Examples are St. Francis, Gandhi, and Martin 

Luther King Jr.  

How do Lutherans respond to societal issues? Do we have anything to say about gun violence, or environmental care, or 

foreign policy and action? Let us talk and read and listen and know where our heritage places us in the wide scope of 

Christian Protestant history.  

And the church helps us with ELCA Social Statements:  
 
Abortion / Aborto (1991) 
 
Church in Society / Iglesia en la Sociedad (1991) 

Criminal Justice / La Iglesia y la justicia penal (2013) 

Death Penalty / Pena de Muerte (1991) 

Economic Life / Vida Economica (1999) 

Education / Educación (2007) 

Caring for Creation / Medio ambiente (1993) 

Genetics (2011) 

Health and Healthcare / Salud y Asistencia Sanitaria (2003) 

Human Sexuality / La Sexualidad Humana (2009) 

Peace / Por la Paz (1995) 

Race, Ethnicity and Culture / Raza, Etnicidad y Cultura (1993) 

How can each of us be a leader in our community and country? Protestantism believes that each person has the right to 

study scripture and to listen for and pray within the Word of God. Lay people are as important as clergy! 

This is both very challenging and great news.  

 

Blessings, Pr. Nancy 

http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Church-in-Society
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Criminal-Justice
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Economic-Life
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Education
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Genetics
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Health-Care
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Peace
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Race-Ethnicity-and-Culture
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Rally for the Chairs campaign is a success! 

 Having just met our goal of full funding, the Rally for the Chairs campaign has come to a highly successful 
conclusion.  This means that, thanks to the donations of our members and friends, we have raised and have in the bank 
over $19,000 to pay for the chairs so there will be no need to draw on the general fund.   

 What is interesting to me is that at its September meeting the church council also learned that, for the first time 
in several years, we are entering the fall months with a more healthy bank account in general.  It was only last year that 
we were struggling to come up with plans to replace the monies lost when Ascension Child Care left our premises and 
this year we predicted a $15,000 shortfall.  Since then we have partnered with St. Timothy’s Mission and Vermont 
Prevent Child Abuse in long-term rentals and a number of other entities for short-term rentals and our regular giving 
has been more consistent instead of dropping during the summer months.  So that prediction was way too pessimistic. 

 At the same time we are about to open the Meditation Trail and Labyrinth, Gary Pittman has completed the 
proto-type of the new bell cabinets, the Constitution and By-laws have been updated, and the Long-Range Plan is about 
to be presented, all large undertakings.  As a relatively new member I am impressed by the spirit and energy our 
congregation possesses and am thankful to be part of it. 

 Finally, to the real purpose of this letter:  to thank you all for your contributions to the Rally for the Chairs 
Campaign.  Clearly you are part of a wonderful community of the faithful. 

 On behalf of Council we thank you. 

      -Richard Butz 

Note from the President 
 What an amazing year we have had! I am just continually in awe of how this congregation has come together 

to get some HUGE things done in these last months. If you haven’t been through the Meditation Trail or Labyrinth yet, 

please try to get out there. There’s a beauty and peace in those trees that everyone can benefit from. And then our 

chairs!! We have chairs!!! I knew that when we started the chair campaign, we would complete it, but this happened 

so much faster than I could have hoped for. The day they arrived, Pastor Nancy and I stood outside of the church 

staring at the truck literally shaking with excitement. It was like being 6 years old waiting in line at the ice cream truck. 

If you are reading this from afar and haven’t seen the chairs yet, there are some pictures a few pages back in this 

Church Mouse issue. Once again, I would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all of the people involved in both of these 

endeavors.  

 Now we have a bit of important business to attend to. You will all receive a formal announcement very soon, 

but we will have a Congregational Meeting immediately following church on December 6. At this meeting, we’ll cover 

two major topics. First, we need to vote on the new Constitution (this should only take a few minutes), and we will be 

presenting the Long Range Plan for final approval and vote. As most know, we were not able to vote on the 

Constitution at our last meeting because we did not have a quorum. It is extremely important that we have a quorum 

at this meeting. We need at least 30 voting members present. If you’re not sure if you’re a voting member or not, 

please email me (kelli.tylenda@gmail.com). I know sticking around after church can be inconvenient, but if you are able 

to attend, please do. We will do everything in our power to keep the meeting a short as possible (I got our last council 

meeting down to about 45 minutes from 2 hours, not to toot my own horn).  

 As this year winds down to an end, let’s keep up the momentum and spirit that is flowing through this 

congregation. We’re about to cross into our 50th year, and I can’t wait to see what it brings us.  

      Blessings,  

      Kelli Tylenda 



Advent Wreath Making 

Advent Wreaths have long been a tradition in the Lutheran church. On Sunday, November 22, 
intergenerational Advent Wreath making will begin at 9am. The Sunday School invites families to 
join in a light breakfast, after which parents/grandparents and children in family groups will 
create Advent Wreaths, as we begin the season of Advent. Materials for the children will be 
provided by Sunday School. Adults who wish to make Advent Wreaths with natural greens will 
need to provide their own wire wreath frame (available at Michaels or AC Moore craft stores). So 
we have adequate supplies and greens please contact the following people: Sunday School- Lydia 
Wisloski (lwisloski@aol.com or text/call 238-5206). Adults who wish to make a natural wreath, or 
to help Jo create the church Advent Wreath, please contact Jo White (jowhite@gmavt.netor 482
-3018). Sets of 4 Advent candles will be available to purchase at cost for $5.00.  

——————————————————————————————————- 

Women of Ascension 

Save the Date! 

Friday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m. 

Join us for a cookie baking and holiday movie night. We’ll be baking cookies for the bake sale on 

Sunday, December 13. Proceeds will go to the holiday giving tree. Watch the weekly e-news for 

more details! 

Gun Violence Prevention Interfaith Prayer Vigil 
Sunday, December 13, at 3 pm 

Unitarian Universalist Society in Burlington 
  
This vigil coincides with the National Faiths United To Prevent Gun Violence Sabbath Weekend. The ELCA 
supports Faiths United: http://faithsagainstgunviolence.org/ 

Ascension’s Social Action Committee is participating on the interfaith planning team for the vigil. We have 
agreed to help with ushers, set-up, and clean-up on December 13, along with volunteers from other faith 
communities. The prayer vigil is intended to be a starting point for continued conversations about gun 
violence in our country. In 2016, the Social Action Committee will coordinate opportunities for us to discuss 
how we can take action about this important issue.  
 
More than 31,000 deaths from gun violence occur annually in the United States. This figure includes deaths 
from homicides, suicides, accidents, and police action. An article from the Journal of Lutheran Ethics is very 
helpful in learning more about and considering this issue from a Christian perspective:  https://www.elca.org/
JLE/Articles/65 
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Quilts and Fellowship 

First and Third Thursdays of the Month 

After a summer’s respite, Ascension’s quilters are again meeting and making mission quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief (LWR). The quilts are queen size (60”x80”) and have a polyester batting. They are tied rather 

than quilted—the fabric and batting are held together by knots rather than by a pattern of quilting stitches—

hence no sewing skills are required. The process is simple and moves along quickly when many hands are 

involved.  

The LWR website says: 

“When you make and send a Quilt, you are not only comforting someone you have never met, but providing 

an object that is useful in ways you probably never imagined. The ultimate purpose of a Quilt is to provide 

warmth, an essential need for people in every climate, and LWR tries to ensure top standards in fabrics and 

filter accordingly.  

In Addition to being a cozy, clean new bed cover, it can be: 

 A baby carrier, tied around a mother’s back; 

 A market display, spread on the ground and piled with vegetables; 

 A sack for transporting those goods to market; 

 A sunshade; 

 A shawl; and most importantly 

 A constant reminder that someone, far away, cares a lot.” 
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This publication can be viewed on our website at www.alcvt.org.   If 

you DO NOT wish to receive a hard copy please contact us via phone 

at 802/862-8866 or email at Church.office@alcvt.org so that we might 

cut down on paper and cost.  Thank you.  

Regular Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages 

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service with Holy Communion 

church.office@alcvt.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

The Church Mouse 

A Good News Letter from Ascension Lutheran Church 

Staff and Lay Leaders 

Rev. Nancy Wright Pastor 

Elizabeth Wirls Office Manager 

Kelli Tylenda Communications Coordinator 

Ann Gnagey Organist 

Denise Puisto Organist 

Jeri Bergdahl Sr. Choir and Bell Choir Director 

Officers  

Kelli Tylenda Council President 

Steve Snook Vice President 

France Leblanc Secretary 

Bill Harrison Treasurer 

Council Members  

Richard Butz Alison Hampson Jane A’Lee Heyerdahl 

Vicki Lemley Johanna White Lydia Wisloski 

 Rev. Nancy Wright  
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